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March 2019 
Next Meeting 

 

 
 

March 13 (6:30 p.m.) 
Topic:  The Greatest, Most 
Fantastical, New Plant Ever 

(Maybe) 
Speaker:  Irvin Etienne, 

Horticultural Display  
Coordinator, Newfields 

 

 

April 10 (6:30 p.m.) 
Topic:  Pruning 

Speaker:  Steve Mayer, 
Extension Educator—  

Horticulture, 
Purdue Extension 

 
 

Meetings occur the second 
Wednesday of  each month at 

6:30 p.m. at Garfield Park  
unless otherwise noted. 

 

 

Future Meetings: 
May 8  

June 12 
July 10 

August 14 
September 11 

October 9 
November 13 
December 11 

 
Purdue University is an equal 
opportunity / equal access /

affirmative action  
university.  

 

If you require an  
accommodation or special 
assistance to attend these 

programs due to a disability, 
please contact Steve Mayer at 

317.275.9290.  Some         
accommodations may require 

2 weeks notice. 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Oren Cooley 

pastpfct@aol.com 
 

 

President’s Letter  

Welcome to March!  We had a great program last month about the history of Garfield 
Park and the impact of George Kessler’s Park and Boulevard Plan (City Beautiful 
Movement) in Indianapolis.   
 
George Kessler was born in Germany, died in Indianapolis, and is buried in St. Louis.  
He studied landscape architecture and civil engineering in Germany.  Garfield Park, 
Ellenberger Park, Riverside Park and University Park are shining examples of some 
of his work here.   
 
Because University Park is near and dear 
to my heart, I am going to give you some 
history of one of the oldest and most beau-
tiful parks in Indianapolis.  It begins in 
1821 with Alexander Ralston’s platting of 
the Mile Square, which did not include any 
parks.  The State Legislature later set 
aside land for a state university.  .  .  .      
 
 1821:  Alexander Ralston platted the 

Mile Square.  
 

 1828:  State legislation ordered the sale 
of all reserved and unsold lots in the 
Mile Square to fund construction of pub-
lic buildings and further develop the 
Town of Indianapolis.  Block #25 was 
retained for “Educational Purposes”.  
These lots did not initially sell as the land 
was prone to flooding. 

 

 1832:  A portion of University Square was leased to the Marion County Seminary. 
Additional uses over the next 30 years included a lumberyard, cow pasture, chil-
dren’s playground and an exhibition ground for band concerts, balloon ascensions 
and fireworks. 

 

 1860:  The seminary building, later used as a high school, was demolished and 
land was used for military drills (likely overflow from Military Park during Civil War). 

 

 1866:  University Square was developed as a public park with funds raised by local 
residents. 

 

 1876:  Name changed from University Square to University Park. 
 

 1887:  Schuyler Colfax statue was installed in the SW quadrant of the park.  This 
statue was moved several times throughout the park.  Colfax was Vice President of 
the United States under the 18th President, Ulysses S Grant (1869-73). 

 

 1908:  George Kessler was retained by the City of Indianapolis to develop a park 
and boulevard plan. 

 
        —Continued on Page 4 
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People gather for July 4, 1927, ceremony 
during a pause in the construction of the 
Indiana War Memorial. 



Garfield Park  
Conservatory Tours 

 
March 9 (2:30 p.m.) 
Judy Martin 
 

March 23 (2:30 p.m.) 
Arlene Bow 
Oren Cooley 
John Montgomery 
 

Anyone interested in becoming a tour 
guide should contact Victoria Metheaux 
at vmethx@comcast.net.    
 

At the Conservatory 
 

It will be Spring Break soon.  Garden 
gnomes from far and wide will gather at 
the Garfield Park Conservatory March 
16-31 for Gnome Away from Home, a 
whimsical display of adventurous gar-
den gnomes.  The hours are from 10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day; 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday.  The 
cost is $4 per person; $10 per family (2 
adults maximum).  For more information 
or to loan a gnome for this program, visit  
www.garfieldgardensconservatory.org.   
 

Upcoming Hospitality Help 
 

If you wish to help with a future meeting, 
please contact Jayne Queck at 
jaqueck@aol.com.  If you wish to help 
with the July or December pitch-ins, 
contact Carrie Alumbaugh at car-
riesalumbaugh@gmail.com. 

2019 GPMGA Officers/Committee Chairs 
 
President         Program Director   Newsletter/Publicity Director 
Lane Judkins     Carrie Alumbaugh   Oren Cooley 
APJ44@sbcglobal.net    carriesalumbaugh@gmail.com  pastpfct@aol.com 
 
Immediate Past President   Debra Boyer     Conservatory Tour Coordinator 
Carrie Alumbaugh    idealgardenspace@aol.com  Victoria Metheaux 
carriesalumbaugh@gmail.com        vmethx@comcast.net 
      Hospitality—Snack Coordinator    
Vice President    Jayne Queck    Historians 
Position Not Filled    jaqueck@aol.com   Mike Brown 
           mikebrownindy@sbcglobal.net 
Secretary     Hospitality—Set-up Coordinator  
Nancy Boettner    Bill Bernstein    Mike Doran 
nancyboettner@sbcglobal.net   billbe19@comcast.net   michaeljdoran2010@gmail.com  
         
Treasurer     Hospitality—Pitch-In Coordinator Mike Logan 
Cindy Maude     Carrie Alumbaugh   MBLOG@aol.com   
cmaude@sbcglobal.net   carriesalumbaugh@gmail.com     
           Questions about  
Plant Sale          Reporting Hours  
Kay Martin-Pence         Debbie Schelske 
guitargirl929@gmail.com        dschelsk@purdue.edu 
          
Please contact the officers and chairs of the Garfield Park Master Gardener Association if you have any questions or suggestions . 
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Next GPMGA Meeting:  March 13 

Irvin Etienne returns to present at the March 13 meeting with a program teas-
ingly titled, The Greatest Most Fantastical New Plant Ever (Maybe). Members 
can expect to not only be entertained but also learn about some interesting 
cultivars of perennials, annuals, elephant ears, woodies and fall-planted bulbs. 
  
For more than 20 years, Irvin has worked at 
the Indianapolis Museum of Art (now New-
fields) and currently is the Horticultural Dis-
play Coordinator there. In that position, he 
helps horticulturists with their plant selection 
and garden design as well as designing and 
maintaining his own areas, such as the Sut-
phin Fountain and parts of the Sutphin Mall, 
the William and Lucy Wick Cutting Garden, 
and Nonie’s Garden, a circular bed just off 
the entry pavilion.   
 
While working throughout the IMA gardens 
and grounds requires knowledge and skill 
with all manner of woody and herbaceous 
plants, Irvin lusts for and loves the tropical 
species most of all.  “I plant tropicals. Lots 
of tropicals,” says Irwin.  I like lots of intense 
color and fabulous foliage.” 
  
Irwin encourages gardeners to try to plant 
one new type of plant every year—
minimum.  “Even if it’s simply a different version of what you usually plant,” 
Irwin says. “You learn something every time that will make you a better gar-
dener.” 
 
He is the recipient of Gold and Silver awards in Electronic Media Writing from 
the Garden Writers Association for his blogging at the IMA. In his own Foun-
tain Square garden, everything from cannas to eggplants to magnolias coexist 
in a lush jungle fed by manure from his own rabbits and chickens. Obviously a 
product of the Midwest, Irvin could be considered, well, a simple farm boy who 
likes shiny sparkly things. And is easily distracted. 



Garfield Park Master  
Gardener Association 

 
in association with  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Purdue Extension - Marion County 
Discovery Hall, Suite 201 
Indiana State Fairgrounds 
1202 East 38th Street 
Indianapolis, IN  46205 
Phone: 317.275.9290 
FAX: 317.275.9309 
 
E-mail: MayerSL@purdue.edu              
AnswerLine: 317.275.9292 or 
     marioncountymg@gmail.com 
 
It is the policy of the Purdue University 
Cooperative Extension Service that all 
persons have equal opportunity and ac-
cess to its educational programs, ser-
vices, activities and facilities without re-
gard to race, religion, color, sex, age, 
national origin or ancestry, marital sta-
tus, parental status, sexual orientation, 
disability or status as a veteran. Purdue 
University is an Affirmative Action insti-
tution. This material may be available in 
alternative formats.  
  
If you require an accommodation or spe-
cial assistance to attend programs due 
to a disability, please contact Steve 
Mayer at 317.275.9290.  Some accom-
modations may require 2 weeks notice.  
  
Purdue does not endorse nor disclaim 
information that appears in this newslet-
ter. It is intended only for informational 
purposes. 
 
Questions:  Contact Steve Mayer at 
mayersl@purdue.edu or Debbie 
Schelske at dschelsk@purdue.edu. 

Helping Others Grow 

Sharing Knowledge 

Volunteer Commitment 

Orchid Show at Garfield Park April 13-14 

 

Stoll through hundreds of stunningly beautiful orchids 
at the Garfield Park Conservatory during the Central 
Indiana Orchid Society’s Spring Show April 13-14. 
 
The displays will include blooming orchids from 
across the Midwest, all competing for awards. Partici-
pating orchid vendors also will have select varieties 
for sale as well as growing supplies. 
 
The show’s hours are from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
on both days.  The cost is $4 per person; $10 per 
family (2 adults maximum and 1 or more children un-
der 18 years of age). 
 
Do not miss this amazing event the Garfield Park 
Conservatory.  For more information, visit 
www.centralios.org/events/spring-orchid-show-
garfield-park. 
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Program   

 Susan Micks presented on The Garfield Park Conservatory and Sunken Gar-
dens: History and Horticulture 

 Review by Steve Mayer of Training Opportunities, Volunteer Opportunities and 
Hours Reporting 

Business Meeting (Board Business) 

 President–Lane Judkins:  Board Meeting held; VP position remains open; Work-
ing on how to increase membership and involvement of new members, all invit-
ed to engage with visitors and new members; Many volunteer opportunities 
available; Grant budget increased to $1.2K from $900 for 2019; By-laws under 
review to remove Hours Chair and rephrase role of Historian; Historian activities 
now covered by newsletters; Lane added as administrator of Facebook page 

 Secretary’s Report-Nancy Boettner: December minutes accepted as printed in 
newsletter 

 Treasurer’s Report-Debra for Cindy Maude: Checking balance $5,982.19; Dues 
of $15 due 

 Hospitality-Bill Bernstein, Jayne Queck:  Snack providers needed 

 Newsletter/Publicity-Oren Cooley: Thanks to all who submitted input for news-
letter; Digitizing old newsletters for eventual posting on website; Working on 
website updates, suggestions welcome, will link site to Facebook page, can in-
clude photos on website 

 Programs-Carrie Alumbaugh, Debra Boyer:   March and April programs 
planned; Investigating sites for field trips 

 Conservatory Tours-Victoria Metheaux:  Tours staffed 

 Plant Sale-Kay Martin-Pence: May 18; Will include plants donated by Sullivan’s 
Hardware & Garden Center; Working on date for committee meeting; Additional 
yard signs to be purchased along with numbers to update existing signs 

Other Business  

 Demo Garden-Steve Mayer: Initial, but not complete, plans in place 

 GP Conservatory opportunities: 

  Gnome Away from Home in March 

  Children’s Garden: Work may begin this spring 

  All American Garden: No news 

 Spring Garden Clinic on March 30 

 Herb Society Symposium on April 13 

 MCMGA/GPMGA Joint Meeting on Monday Sept. 9 

 Gold Certificates issued to Nancy Boettner and Oren Cooley 
 
       —Nancy Boettner 
          Secretary 

GPMGA Meeting Minutes— Feb. 13 



 

From the Bookshelf . . .  
 

Seeded and Sodded: Thoughts from 
a Gardening Life  
by Carol Michel  
 
Award-winning au-
thor Carol Michel 
presents Seeded 
and Sodded, her 
third book in a trifec-
ta of clever garden-
ing essay collections 
served up with a 
trowelful of wit and 
good humor.  
 
In between weeding and hoeing, 
Michel picked up her pen to divulge 
her honest thoughts on topics like 
“How to Make Your Garden a Hu-
mongous Success” and “The Mystery 
of Plastic Pots”.  Both beginning and 
seasoned gardeners will savor these 
memorable musings, presented in 
short bites that are easy to enjoy 
whilst planting, pruning and watering.  
 
Carol Michel is a lifelong gardener 
and resident of Indiana with a bache-
lor's degree in horticulture production 
and an associate degree in computer 
technology, both from Purdue Univer-
sity. She spent over three decades 
working in healthcare IT while making 
a life for herself in her garden. Now 
Carol calls herself a “gardenangelist”  
and spends most of her time in her 
garden, sharing all things gardening 
with anyone who will listen. She is an 
avid collector of old gardening books 
and claims to have the largest hoe 
collection in the world.  
 

On the Web . . .  
 
Urban Framer 
www.ufseeds.com 
 
The goal of the Urban Farmer is to 
preserve as many heirloom vegetable 
varieties for future generations as 
possible.  Urban Farmer produces 
more than 40 varieties of seed each 
year on its farm in Westfield, Indiana, 
and offers more than 1,000 seed vari-
eties as well as plants, bulbs and gar-
den supplies to gardeners and farm-
ers throughout the United States. 
Since the company selects the best 
strains of the varieties they grow, the 
result is higher yields, uniform growth 
and delicious flavor. 
 
Do you know a great website?  
Please contact pastpfct@aol.com. 

University Park (Continued from Page 1) 
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 1908:  Benjamin Harrison statue installed.  Harrison was the 23rd President of the 
US (1889-1893), grandson of the 9th President, William Henry Harrison (1841). 

 

 1914:  University Park re-designed by George Kessler. 
 

 1919:  DePew Memorial Fountain installed – replacing an “ordinary” spray fountain.  
 

 1919-1920:  Perma-
nent walkways and 
lanterns installed in 
University Park, with 
“borders heavily 
planted with decidu-
ous trees”. 

 

 1919:  Colfax statue 
placed in its current 
location, east of the fountain. 

 

 1920s:  George Kessler’s plan completed. 
 

 1923:  Small statues of Pan and Syrinx (from Greek mythology) were installed as 
part of two public drinking fountains. 

 

 1935:  Abraham Lincoln statue installed. 
 

 1959:  Syrinx disappeared. 
 

 1970s:  Pan was stolen numer-
ous times in the 1970s. 

 

 1980:  Both Pan and Syrinx 
statues were replaced and 
mounted on decorative con-
crete tree stumps. 

 

 1989:  University Park was 
placed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places. 

 

 1994:  University Park was 
designated a National Historic 
Landmark. 

 
  
The only update to George Kess-
ler’s plan was an additional walk-
way across the East-West center 
line of the park between Meridian 
and Pennsylvania Streets. 
 
University Park continues to be “a 
place of rural solace amid urban 
chaos”, which was the original 
intent.  The care of the property 
has been controversial over the 
years, but it is considered a city 
park, owned by the state, and 
maintained by the War Memorial 
Commission.  
 
               —Lane Judkins,  
                  GPMGA President 
  

Early fountain in University Square 

In 1926, young women from the Albertina Rasch ballet 

performed an interpretive dance around the fountain, 

mimicking the bronze sculptures thereon. 



My Plant Sale Checklist 

REMINDER:  The Garfield 

Park Master Gardeners’ An-

nual Plant Sale is Saturday, 

May 18 (9:00 am to noon). 

 

The GPMGA needs plants to 

sell—divisions from my peren-

nial garden, plants grown 

from seed, bulbs, vegetables, 

herbs, annuals, houseplants, 

trees (small) or shrubs.  

 

Must have plants potted and 

ready for sale when I drop 

them off.  REMEMBER:  No 

plants with mildew or other 

problems; no invasives. 

  

Bring unused pots to future 

MG meetings to share.  They 

need 3” and 4” plastic pots 

AND 1-5 gallon size.  

  

Must print out plant labels 

and attach to pots. 

 

Check to see if I have a tent, 

wagon, trays or other items 

needed for the plant sale. 

 

Drop off plants either  .  .  .   

May 17 (5:00 pm to 8:00 pm) 

OR May 18 (7:00 am to 9:00 

am).    

   

E-mail Kay Martin-Pence 

(guitargirl929@gmail.com) 

to tell her how I will help.  

Choices include setting up, 

tearing down, assisting cus-

tomers, etc. 

 

Buy 

plants  

on  

May 

18!! 

22 Garden Centers Provide Discounts 
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A very special “Thank You” to the 22 local garden centers who this year generously 
agreed to give members of our Master Gardener Associations a 10% discount on 
regularly priced plants and garden merchandise, or to sell items to Master Gardeners 
at wholesale.   
 
For 2019, the list of participating garden centers providing the 10% discount include: 
 
Allisonville Nursery—on green items, not gift shop; 
www.allisonvillenursery.com 
Altum’s Garden & Landscape; www.altums.com 
Avon Perennial Gardens; www.avongardens.com  
Butler’s Flowers & Plants; https://
www.facebook.com/Butlers-Flowers-and-Plants-
115983831794596/ 
Cool Ponds; http://coolpondsonline.net  
Courts Yard and Greenhouse; https://
www.facebook.com/CourtsYard- 
     Greenhouse-150766741648819/ 
Cox’s Plant Farm; www.coxsplantfarm.com  
Eagle Creek Nursery Co., Inc.; 
www.eaglecreeknursery.com 
Gary Greenhouse; www.garygreenhouse.com  
Greendell Landscape Solutions;  http://
greendelllandscape.com 
Habig’s; http://habiggardenshop.weebly.com (Does NOT include: gift shop 
items, fresh produce purchases, special/custom orders, any sale items) 
Heartland Growers  (wholesale prices, but $100 minimum purchase);   
     http://www.heartlandgrowers.com 
Heidenreich Greenhouse & Garden Center;  
     https://www.facebook.com/pages/Heidenreich- 
     Greenhouse-Garden-Center/139051142809530 
Indiana Mulch and Stone; https://www.indianamulch.com  
Jones’ Greenhouse; www.jonesgreenhouse.com  
McCarty Mulch & Stone, LLC (up to $500 in sales only);  
     https://www.landscapemulch.com 
Soules Garden; http://soulesgarden.com  
Sullivan’s Garden Center; http://sullivanhardware.com/pages/garden -center 
Sundown Gardens; http://www.sundowngardens.com   
The Forest Flower -71st St.; www.theforestflower.com 
Tiffany Lawn & Garden Supply, Inc. (wholesale prices given to MGs;  
     discount % varies per item); http://www.tiffanylawnandgarden.com 
Wanamaker Feed (does not include seed corn, farm-grade fertilizers & bagged 
     soils and mulches); https://www.facebook.com/wanamakerfeedandseed 
 
In addition, Brehob Nursery (http://www.brehobnursery.com)—which was sold in 
2016 to Kansas City based DCA Outdoors—will retain the Brehob Nursery name and 
will extend wholesale prices to Master Gardeners who have a Nursery Dealers Li-
cense.  Be sure to take and file appropriate documentation.  Also, Perennials Plus 
(http://perennialsplus.nrostores.com) will extend wholesale prices to  
Master Gardeners who have a Landscape Business or a Nursery Dealers License.  
Again, be sure to take and file your documentation with Perennials Plus. 
 
To receive the 10% discount at the participating garden centers, remember to:   

 Keep current your membership in the Master Gardener Association. 

 Always present your 2019 membership card BEFORE the purchase. 
     (Cards for paid members will arrive in March 2019.) 

 Thank the managers/owners of the garden centers and let them know how much 
you appreciate their great support of Master Gardeners! 

 Remember,  .  .  .  your membership card is not transferrable.  
 
If you would like to share your e-mail address with many of the garden centers to 
receive information and sales notifications from them, please contact them directly.  
Some offer preferred customer status.   
       —Happy Gardening!!! 
          Barb Jablonski   



Extension Horticulture Hints—March 2019 

Steve Mayer, Extension Educator-Horticulture, Purdue Extension-Marion County 

Steve Mayer, Extension Educator-Horticulture, for Purdue 
Extension-Marion County, serves as coordinator and instruc-
tor for the Purdue Master Gardener program in Marion 
County. 
 

March Garden Calendar Tips 
 

Note: Letters & numbers following the tip refer to Purdue 
publications; other reference links may also be supplied. 

 
● First Week: In 2017 we had an early spring and it was 

time to apply crabgrass preventer now. In 2018, as of 

March 3, plant development was about 11 days behind 

2017 and we just started the OPTIMUM time period to 

apply preventers. In 2019, we have had a slow start to 

spring and as of March 2, we have not yet entered the 

EARLY period for crabgrass preventer application. For 

optimal timing, type in your zip code at:  

 http://www.gddtracker.net and use the Crabgrass PRE 

category (AY-10). 

● Second Week: Visit the two Purdue information booths 

at the Indiana Flower and Patio Show on March 9-17, 

2019: the Purdue Extension-Marion County booth and 

the Purdue Master Gardener “Plant Info to Go” booth. If 

you missed my “New Plant Varieties” talk this year, I 

will be repeating the flower and vegetable sections sepa-

rately on March 16 at the Indiana Flower and Patio 

show. https://www.indianaflowerandpatioshow.com/.  

● Third Week: Plant rhubarb as soon as the ground can be 

worked and planted. Place crowns 3 feet apart in rows 5 

to 6 feet across and 1 to 2 inches deep (HO-97). 

● Fourth Week: Watch for new growth on house plants. 

Start fertilizing when growth appears (HO-39). 

Follow me on Twitter @purduehortindy (or view at: <http://
twitter.com/purduehortindy>) for more tips. You don’t have to 
be on Twitter to simply view my comments. You can also see 
my tweets on each Master Gardener association website: 
http://indymcmga.org/ and http://indygpmga.com/. 

 
Zinnia Holi Scarlet has 3-inch blooms on a plant 6-8 inch-

es tall (photo: All-America Selections) 
 
 

All-America Selections Announces Final 
Group of 2019 AAS Winners 

 
 All-America Selections announced 7 more new AAS 

award-winning plants in February. Each of the varieties was 

tested across North America by professional volunteer judges 

who grew them next to comparisons that are considered best-

in-class. 

 Additional National winners for 2019 that did well 

across the country are: 

 Potato Clancy (grown by True Potato Seed, not potato 

seed pieces, F1 hybrid) 

Zinnia Holi Scarlet (compact plant, 6-8 inches tall with 3-inch 

blooms, F1 hybrid) 

 Five additional regional award-winning plants 

were selected for 2019 (none selected for  our  Great Lakes 

region, but they may be worth a look). 

Marigold Big Duck Orange (F1 hybrid) 

Marigold Big Duck Yellow (F1 hybrid) 

Marigold Garuda Deep Gold (F1 hybrid) 

Tomato Mountain Rouge (F1 hybrid) 

Vinca MegaBloom Polka Dot (F1 hybrid) 

 Previously announced 2019 National winners that 

did well across North America were: 

 Begonia Viking™ XL Red on Chocolate (F1 hybrid) 

 Petunia Wave® Carmine Velour (F1 hybrid) 

 Marigold Big Duck Gold (F1 hybrid) 

 Tomato Fire Fly (F1 hybrid) 

 Tomato Red Torch (F1 hybrid) 

Pepper Just Sweet (F1 hybrid) 

 Previously announced 2019 AAS regional winners 

were: 

 Nasturtium Baby Rose (F1 hybrid) 

 Tomato Sparky XSL (F1 hybrid) 

 Tomato Chef’s Choice Black (F1 hybrid) 

 Melon Orange SilverWave (F1 hybrid) 

 Watermelon Cal Sweet Bush 

 None were selected for our Great Lakes region, but 

you may want to try some of them. 

 More information and photos of all of these new vari-

eties of vegetables and flowers are online at:  

https://all-americaselections.org/winners/. 
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The Question Box 
March 2019 

 

Steve Mayer, Extension Educator-Horticulture 
Purdue Extension-Marion County 

 

 
The recent webinar on emerald ash borer (EAB) by Purdue 
entomologist Cliff Sadof is available online at EAB University 
(photo by Steve Mayer). 
 
Q. I couldn‘t attend the last lunch & learn. Is the webinar 
on emerald ash borer available? 
A. Yes, Practical Emerald Ash Borer Management (an up-

date), by Purdue entomologist Cliff Sadof, is available 
online at Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) University:  

 http://www.emeraldashborer.info/eabu.php. Other topics 
besides EAB are also found there such as Asian Long-
horned Beetle, Spotted Lanternfly and Ticks: Diseases & 
Prevention. In early April, Timothy Walsh from The 
Davey Tree Expert Company will discuss Dead Ash Dan-
gers and Considerations for Risk and Removal. EAB Uni-
versity webinars count as Advanced Master Gardener ed-
ucation (training) hours. 

 
Q. Is there a Master Gardener conference this year? 
A. The next Purdue Master Gardener State Conference 

will be in 2020. It will be hosted by the Hamilton and 
Howard County Master Gardener associations. It will be 
held in Noblesville on September 10-11, 2019, and there 
will be tours at Howard County sites on September 12. 
 This year will be the 2019 International Master Gar-
dener Conference. Penn’s Woods: Digging into our Roots 
will be held on June 17-21, 2019, at Valley Forge Casino 
Resort, Valley Forge, PA. Check the following website 
for information:  
https://www.internationalmastergardener.com/. Early 
Registration closes on April 14, 2019. 

 
Q. How many volunteer hours did Marion County Master 
Gardeners report last year? 
A. Many thanks to the 310 Master  Gardeners and MG 

Interns who reported their 2018 hours! You volunteered 
25,037 hours, valued at over $594,000. 

 
Infographic by Steve Mayer, 2/2019. 
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March 30 
Annual Spring Garden Clinic 
St. Luke's United Methodist Church 
100 West 86th Street, Indianapolis 
https://extension.purdue.edu/marion/
article/23987 
 
March 30 (9:30 to 11:30 a.m.) 
Indiana Phenology’s Spring 
“Nature’s Notebook” Workshop 
Holliday Park Nature Center 
6363 Spring Mill Road, Indianapolis 
www.hollidaypark.org 
 
April 13 (9:00 a.m.-3:15 p.m.) 
Get Your Herb On Symposium 
Herb Society of Central Indiana 
Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds, 
2003 Pleasant Street, Noblesville 
http://herbsocietyofcentralindiana.org/
symposium/  
 
April 13 (9:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m.) 
Sustainability Workshop:  Organic 
Gardening 
Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds, 
2003 Pleasant Street, Noblesville 
https://www.hamiltonswcd.org/store/
p65/sustainabilityworkshop.html. 
 
May 18 (9:00 a.m.-Noon) 
GPMGA Annual Plant Sale 
Garfield Park Conservatory 
2505 Conservatory Dr., Indianapolis 
www.indygpmga.com 

Perennial Plant of the Year:  Stachys ‘Hummelo’ 

Now Until March 17  
Indiana Flower and Patio Show 
Indiana State Fairground 
1202 E. 38th St., Indianapolis 
www.indianaflowerandpatioshow.com 
 
March 16-31 
Monday-Friday: 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  
Sunday: 1:00-5:00 p.m. 
Gnome Away From Home 
Garfield Park Conservatory 
2505 Conservatory Drive, Indianapolis 
www.garfieldgardensconservatory.org 
 
March 17 
Annual Meeting and Lecture 
Horticultural Society of Newfields 
4000 N. Michigan Road, Indianapolis 
http://imahortsoc.org 
 
March 17 (2:00 p.m.) 
The Search for Wild Hostas in Japan 
Bob Solberg, Green Hill Farms, NC 
The Indianapolis Hosta Society (IHS) 
Ambassador House/Heritage Gardens  
10595 Eller Road, Fishers 
www.indianapolishostasociety.org 
 
March 20 (7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.) 
When to Break Up with Your Plant 
Myrene Brown of Myrene’s Garden 
Zion Nature Center 
690 Beech Street, Zionsville 
www.zionnaturecenter.org 

 

Spring Clinic March 30 
 
The 25th Annual Spring Garden Clinic 
will occur Saturday, March 30, at St. 
Luke's United Methodist Church (100 
West 86th Street, Indianapolis). 
  
Registration is not available yet.  Later 
this month, additional information will 
be posted to Purdue 
Extension - Marion 
County’s web page: 
https://
extension.purdue.edu/
marion/article/23987.  
More information on 
the program’s  topics 
and on registration 
also will be sent by e-
mail soon. 
  
A new registration process will be in 
place this year. Pre-registration will be 
required and registration will close two 
weeks prior to the event. Registrations 
after the 3/22/19 deadline or regis-
trations on the day of the event will 
not be accepted. 

Show / Event Calendar 

 

  

The  Perennial Plant Association announced that Stachys “Hummelo” is the 2019 Perennial Plant of the Year. 
 
This colorful and compact winner makes an excellent addition to the full sun perennial border.  Terrific in combination with orna-
mental grasses, Echinacea purpurea and Asclepias tuberosa.  Wiry stems make for a great cut flower as well. 
  
Pollinators can't resist the striking midsummer spikes of  bright purple flowers rising above bright green foliage.  “Hummelo” was 
the highest rated Stachys in the Chicago Botanic Garden Evaluation Trials for its strong flower production, vigor, habit, quality 
and winter hardiness. 

  
Stachys “Hummelo” is a cousin to the familiar Lamb’s-Ears, but 
not at all similar. This plant is a clump-forming perennial, forming 
a low mound of crisp green foliage.   Spreading slowly by creep-
ing rhizomes, the plant may benefit from division in early spring 
every few years.   
 
Removing faded flowers will encourage more buds to form for 
weeks on end. Plants may be clipped back hard, immediately 
after blooming, to tidy up the clumps for the rest of the season.  
 
The Perennial Plant of the Year® (PPOY) program began in 
1990 to showcase a perennial that is a standout among its com-
petitors. Perennials chosen are suitable for a wide range of grow-
ing climates, require low maintenance, have multiple-season in-
terest and are relatively pest/disease-free.  
 
For more information, visit https://perennialplant.org/. 


