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Next Meeting

April 13
Program: Designing a
Garden that Fits You
Speaker: Amy Mullen,
Spotts Gardens
In-Person Meeting
May 11
Program: Reconnecting
Our Waterways
Speaker: TBD
Virtual or In-Person Meeting
(To Be Determined)
Programs are being planned
on a month-to-month basis
according to Purdue University
Extension Office Guidelines
2022 Meeting Dates
Jun. 8
July 13
Aug. 10 Sept. 14
Oct. 12
Nov. 9
Dec. 14

Purdue University is an equal
opportunity / equal access /
affirmative action
university.

President’s Letter
Greetings Gardeners,
I made wonderful progress on pruning in March and it’s officially Spring now, hooray!
In addition to exploring what is coming up in my
gardens, I am busy signing up vendors for the Irvington Farmers Market, a project of the Irvington
Garden Club. I hope that you can visit the market
sometime this season on the second Sunday of
the month, 12:00 – 3:00 p.m., from June through
October in Ellenberger Park on Indy’s east side.
As you tour your gardens this spring, please consider what might be split and donated to our upcoming Plant Sale on Saturday, May 14. Noninvasive flowers, vegetables, bulbs, shrubs and
trees of all types are welcome if potted, labelled
and not diseased. Plants will be accepted beginning Friday night, May 13, and before the sale begins on Saturday morning. As always, we need
you—as donors, volunteers and shoppers! Extra
help with set-up will be needed on Friday to move
the many plants donated last fall by Sullivan’s.
At this writing, we plan to meet in person at Garfield Park on April 13 at 6:30 p.m.
Snacks will be provided by the board. Although bottled water will be available, I encourage you to bring your own beverage to help limit the use of single-serve plastic.
Hope to see you at the April meeting,

—Nancy Boettner, President, GPMGA

In Memory of Georgia Hottell

If you require an
accommodation or special
assistance to attend these
programs due to a disability,
please contact Carey Grable at
317.275.9279. Some
accommodations may require
2 weeks notice.

by Debra Boyer

Newsletter Editor:
Oren Cooley
pastpfct@aol.com

After returning to the classroom to complete 22 years of service with Perry Township, Georgia
retired and finished the Master Gardener course. Gardening became her passion, and she
volunteered with Keep Indianapolis Beautiful, Indianapolis Downtown, Inc., and her favorite,
the gardens at the President Benjamin Harrison Home, where she designed gardens and appeared every Wednesday for 20 years to tend the gardens.

Learn more at:
www.IndyGPMGA.com
www.IndyMG.org
www.IndyHorticulture.org

We are saddened to learn of the passing of Georgia Hottell, former
GPMGA President and Master Gardener volunteer extraordinaire. She
left this world on March 27 at the age of 78.
Georgia earned her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from the University of Indianapolis. She then worked as a substitute teacher while raising
the three children she shared with Ken, her husband of 58 years. Ken,
who survives, was also active with the GPMGA and served several
years as Treasurer.

The GPMGA honors the contributions Georgia Hottell made to both to our organization and
her volunteer projects throughout Indianapolis.
To read more about Georgia’s life, visit: https://www.indystar.com/obituaries/ins135589.

2 Garfield Gardener

GPMGA In-Person Meeting: April 13

Garfield Park
Conservatory Tours

Amy Mullen, of Spotts Garden Service, will present Designing the Garden that
Fits You when the GPMGA meets in person at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April
13, at the Garfield Park Conservatory.

April 9 (11:00 a.m.)
Arlene Bow
Oren Cooley
John Montgomery

The best gardens draw from the spirit of
the gardener and the spirit of the place.
Your garden should be a reflection of you!

April 23 (11:00 a.m.)
No tour (CIOS Orchid Show)

Join professional garden designer and
plant geek Amy Mullen as she walks you
through creating a garden that suits your
style. She will take you through the process she uses to design for clients and
offer you tips and tricks to apply to your
own spot of earth.

Anyone interested in becoming a
tour guide should contact Victoria
Metheaux at vmethx@comcast.net.

At the Conservatory
May 7 (10:00-11:30 a.m.)
Herbal Gifts Workshop - Mother's Day
Join the Herb Society of Central Indiana
for a workshop on making herbal gifts
for Mother's Day or any day.
Participants
will make
sachets, tussie-mussies
and other
items from
fresh herbs.
Handouts
and recipes will be distributed and herbal goodies will be available to sample.
The cost is $6 per person. To register
(required) or for more information, visit:
www.garfieldgardensconservatory.org.

Amy is a garden designer, coach, blogger,
plant geek and a one-woman marketing
department at Spotts Garden Service in
Indianapolis. A degree in physics, a lifelong love of theatre, and a background in communications and marketing make
her uniquely suited to demystifying gardening for clients and readers alike. She is
passionately interested in sustainability, garden history and design, acquiring yet
more books, shopping at thrift stores, and pretty much anything to do with cats.
Amy can be e-mailed at AmyM@SpottsGardens.com. To view the Spotts blog,
go to https://spottsgardens.com/garden-blog/.

Welcome New Members!
The following people recently have joined the Garfield Park Master Gardeners
Association:
Ron Cunningham, Steve Mayer and Lynn Ronocco

2022 GPMGA Officers/Committee Chairs
President
Nancy Boettner
nancyboettner@sbcglobal.net

Program Director
Debra Boyer
idealgardenspace@aol.com

Newsletter/Publicity Director
Oren Cooley
pastpfct@aol.com

Previous Past President
Bill Bernstein
billbe19@comcast.net

Hospitality—Snack Coordinator
Jayne Queck
jaqueck@aol.com

Plant Sale Chair
Carrie Alumbaugh
carriesalumbaugh@gmail.com

Vice President
Teresa McCurry
tmccurry@iupui.edu

Hospitality—Pitch-In Coordinator
Carrie Alumbaugh
carriesalumbaugh@gmail.com

Conservatory Tour Coordinator
Victoria Metheaux
methx@comcast.net

Secretary
Kay Martin-Pence
guitargirl929@gmail.com

Historian
Becky Walker
otisdog2@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Cindy Maude
cmaude@sbcglobal.net

Extension Office Contact:
Barb Rusin
rusin0@purdue.edu

Please contact the officers and chairs of the Garfield Park Master Gardener Association if you have any questions or suggestions .
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GPMGA Meeting Minutes: March 9
The GPMGA met virtually at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 9, through Zoom.
Officer Reports
• President — Nancy Boettner:
• We hope to meet in person on April 13, but it depends on COVID cases
• Vice-President – Teresa McCurry: No new members
• Secretary – Kay Martin-Pence: No corrections to the minutes from the February
meeting; the minutes are acceptable as printed in the newsletter
• Treasurer – Cindy Maude:
• Dues collected: $210.00
• Checks paid: $1,000 to Purdue for Demo Garden
• Checks written: $200 to Carrie Alumbaugh for reimbursement for remainder
of hauling of Sullivan’s donation.
• Bank balance as of February 28: $6,250.40; Checking balance $7,040.40;
Dues are due and at this time only a hand-full of members have renewed
Program — Myrene’s Garden on 2022 Garden Surprises. Take aways:
• Reduce size
• Less maintenance
• Collect 3 photos of gardens you like and 3 you don’t
• Example: space for dining, enclosed
• You cannot have every plant
• Plant closely
• Layer
• Prune
• Small garden
• Plantings under shrubs and trees
• Divide space
• Force diagonal view
• Take eyes to sky
• Borrow view to make a garden appear larger
• Take a walk around neighborhood/park to see what is planted
• You cannot control things outside of your garden
• Containers for small gardens—Best tips:
• Rings of newspaper in bottom of container helps with water
• Screening at bottom over drain hole
• Use coffee filter or paper towel
• Open invite to visit: 620 W. Sycamore St. (Myrene’s home)
Board Reports
• Hospitality – Carrie Alumbaugh, Jayne Queck: Board to supply snacks in April
• Newsletter/Communication – Oren Cooley: Keep the articles/ideas coming
• Contacting news media re: plant sale
• Programs—Debra Boyer:
• April: Amy Spotts – Design garden to fit lifestyle
• June: Tour at Becky Nowlin’s garden; September: Tour at Myrene’s garden
• Conservatory Tours – Victoria Metheaux: Tours are staffed
• 2 weeks from this Saturday; 6-8 people per tour so far
• Plant Sale (May 14) – Carrie Alumbaugh:
• Will need extra help on the Friday before the sale to move the plants donated by Sullivan’s
• Reminded members when the weather is good to get plants ready for sale
• A committee meeting will be scheduled ?
• No mask mandate
• Carrie to plan to check plants and start sorting
• Other Business
• Ask Barb to mail discount cards
• Grants – three up to $500 grants will be awarded; Applications due by April 1
• Herb Society Symposium: April 9 (9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.)

Garfield Park Master
Gardener Association
in association with

Purdue Extension - Marion County
Discovery Hall, Suite 201
Indiana State Fairgrounds
1202 East 38th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46205
Phone: 317.275.9279
FAX: 317.275.9309
E-mail: cagrable@purdue.edu or
rusin0@purdue.edu
Answerline: 317.275.9292 or
marioncountymg@gmail.com
It is the policy of the Purdue University
Cooperative Extension Service that all
persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, services, activities and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age,
national origin or ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation,
disability or status as a veteran. Purdue
University is an Affirmative Action institution. This material may be available in
alternative formats.
If you require an accommodation or special assistance to attend programs due
to a disability, please contact Carey
Grable at 317-275-9290 or Barb Rusin
at 317-275-9279. Some accommodations may require 2 weeks notice.
Purdue does not endorse nor disclaim
information that appears in this newsletter. It is intended only for informational
purposes.
Questions: Contact Carey Grable at
cagrable@purdue.edu or at
317-275-9290.

Helping Others Grow
Sharing Knowledge
Volunteer Commitment
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From the Bookshelf . . .
The Wardian Case: How a Simple
Box Moved Plants and Changed the
World
by Luke Keogh
In 1829, the surgeon
and amateur naturalist Nathaniel
Bagshaw Ward
placed soil, dried
leaves and the pupa
of a sphinx moth into
a sealed glass bottle, intending to observe the moth
hatch. But when a fern and meadow
grass sprouted from the soil, he accidentally discovered that plants enclosed in glass containers could survive for long periods without watering.
After four years of experimentation in
his London home, Ward created traveling glazed cases that would be able
to transport plants around the world.
Suddenly, jasmine, fuchsia, chrysanthemums, rhododendrons and other
exotic plants could be easily transferred from place to place.
Luke Keogh leads us across the centuries and the seas to show that
Ward’s invention spurred a revolution
in the movement of plants—and that
many of the repercussions of that revolution are still felt today—from the
development of the commercial
nursey trade to transformed plant
communities that has altered the global environment.

On the Web . . .
Portrait of a Garden
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/
x75pvrs
Portrait of a Garden is a well-crafted
portrait of two expert espaliers who
also happen to be lifelong friends.
These men have been working on a
single gardening project for at least 15
years. The cameras that follow them
around in this visually stunning film
allow a sneak peek into their world
and their thinking.
The documentary provides much reflection on today’s instant gratification
society. In a world where people want
results immediately, this documentary
(with English subtitles) shows how
gardening and growing (especially
trees) takes time, patience and love.

GPMGA Awards Three Grants
The Garfield Park Master Gardeners Association recently awarded three organizations
grants: the Indiana War Memorials Foundation, the President Benjamin Harrison
Home and the Valley Mills Christian Church.
Members of GPMGA are encouraged to nominate organizations for grants. Volunteer
garden activities headed by GPMGA members are given priority.
Indiana War Memorials Foundation for the
Homeless Veterans Memorial Garden
777 North Meridian Street, Indianapolis
Many homeless veterans do not have any family to memorialize their final remains. This grant
will create a memorial garden to remember
them and their service to our country.
The '777 Building' recently opened as a Veterans’ Services Center. The space designated
for this garden is a large circle located on the
north side of this building and is one of several
laid out in the American Legion Mall for existing
and future monuments. Opposite the designated space is
the Gold Star Monument, which is the newest memorial.
The garden plan is a compass/cross orientation N/S/E/W
with 9 double red knock-out roses creating the directional
points, and annuals filling in each quadrant in white and
blue. This plan keeps with the overall color scheme of
red, white and blue on the property.
President Benjamin Harrison Home for the
Beautification of Historic Gardens
1230 North Delaware Street, Indianapolis
One of the important ways that the President
Benjamin Harrison Home accomplishes its
educational mission is through the museum’s
remarkable, historically-inspired gardens.
The museum wishes to continue the beautification and necessary annual maintenance of
these historically inspired gardens—which
contain many plants from the late 1800s (the
era of Benjamin Harrison and his family). The gardens help foster an appreciation of
the history of this Indiana statesman, the family and times, the house’s décor and furnishings, and the home’s natural surroundings.
Valley Mills Christian Church for the
Urban Community Garden
5555 Kentucky Avenue, Indianapolis
In 2015, the Valley Mills Christian Church
opened its community garden. The majority of the produce went to feed the
homeless and lower income families.
Today, the need remains great. The community garden serves the church’s food pantry, the food pantry for the Goodwin Center (a senior neighborhood center), the food
pantry at Active Grace (housing for clean addicts learning life skills) and at Meet Me
Under The Bridge (the homeless food ministry). With the exception of MMUTB, these
facilities as well as the Valley Mills Christian Church are located in Decatur Township.
No other community gardens exist in Decatur Township where people may get fresh
produce during the months of March though October.
Last year, the elders moved the garden to the church’s northeast side, which was originally a parking lot. Although slightly higher ground, the area had a lot of asphalt, rock,
perennials and weeds. After being bush hogged and laying tarps down all winter in
2020, the church broke ground last spring in the new garden.
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Eiteljorg, Landmarks Need MG Volunteers
The Eiteljorg Museum and Indiana Landmarks are both needing Master Gardeners
to volunteer for various beautification projects.
The Eiteljorg Museum (located in the White River State Park) seeks Master Gardeners to work alongside other Eiteljorg volunteers and the museum’s facilities team on
new plantings and on maintaining the beauty of the museum’s gardens and grounds,
with a focus on plants native to Indiana.
The Eiteljorg Museum collects and preserves
Native American art and cultural objects as
well as Western art. The museum seeks to
inspire an appreciation and understanding of
the art, history and cultures of the Native
Americans and the American West through
engaging exhibitions, educational programs
and cultural exchanges.
Master Gardeners may volunteer from 9:00 a.m. to noon on the following dates:
April 21, May 12, May 26, June 9, June 23, July 7, July 21, August 11, August 25,
September 8, September 22, October 6 and October 20. The museum will validate
parking for volunteers.
To sign up, visit https://signup.com/go/FYKTuTB. For more information, contact
Eiteljorg Volunteer Coordinator Jay Harkness at 317-275-1325.
Indiana Landmarks also is looking for volunteers to help maintain and improve the landscaping at the Morris-Butler House
(1204 N. Park, Indianapolis). Volunteer opportunities will occur
on Tuesday and Saturday mornings from May through October.
Indiana Landmarks will conduct an on-site information session
from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 14. Anyone interested in learning
more about volunteering should register to attend at https://
forms.gle/2EjMgmccHqdHcBYi9. For more information, contact Indiana Landmarks
Volunteer Director Kasey Zronek at 317-639-6734.

GP Conservatory’s Bismarck Palm
The Bismarck palm (Bismarckia nobilis) is one of the most sought-after palms—with
its wide expanse of fronds and its striking appearance.
Native to the island of Madagascar near
the east coast of Africa, Bismarck palms
grow in the plains of the central highlands,
nearly reaching the western and northern
coasts, in savannas of low grass.
The plant is named for the first chancellor
of the German Empire Otto von Bismarck.
The epithet for its only species, Bismarckia nobilis, comes from Latin for 'noble'.
The Bismarck palm has a single smooth trunk topped with 20-25 wide fronds forming
a spherical crown. The palm’s waxy fronds are supported by thick stems—which are
8-10 feet long, 10 inches in diameter, and covered with small sharp teeth. The
spread of beautiful silver-green fronds can reach 10 feet across.
During late spring, the Bismarck palm produces small fragrant flowers. The palm is
dioecious—with male and female flowers on different plants. Cream flowers grow in
clusters on three-feet long stalks which get bent downwards by the fruit’s weight. The
flowers are followed by unedible blue fruit—which are oblong and 1/2 – 1 inch in diameter.
A Bismarck palm typically grows up to 30-40 feet tall (although some have reached
70 feet tall) and 20 feet wide. A fast-growing palm, it can grow from 3 feet to 15 feet
tall in five years.

GPMGA Annual Plant
Sale May 14
The Garfield Park Master Gardeners
Annual Plant Sale will occur from 9:00
a.m. to noon on Saturday, May 14,
outside the GP Conservatory.
The GPMGA appreciates the donations of plants members will make—
divisions from members’ perennial
gardens, plants grown from seed,
bulbs, vegetables, herbs, annuals,
houseplants or shrubs. Members may
drop off those plants on either May 13
(5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.) OR May 14
(7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.).
Members must have plants potted
and ready for sale when they drop
them off. REMEMBER: No plants
with mildew or other problems; no
invasives.
In addition to plants, the GPMGA
asks members to check if they have
canopies, wagons, trays or other
items needed for use during the plant
sale. Members also are needed to
set up, tear down, provide plant care
information on the day of the sale
and, of course, assist customers.
The plant sale will include the donation from Sullivan’s last fall of more
than 1,800 plants for this spring’s
plant sale. The donation consisted of
797 shrubs in assorted 5/3/2 gallon
containers, 522
perennials
in onegallon containers and
532 perennials in onequart perennials.
This sale offers the opportunity for
both beginners and advanced gardeners to purchase outstanding
plants at reasonable prices. Proceeds from the sale will fund the gardening needs of local community organizations as well as neighborhood
educational activities.
For more information or to offer help,
please contact Carrie Alumbaugh at
carriesalumbaugh@gmail.com. Any
assistance is greatly appreciated.
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Show/Event Calendar
April 16 (11:45 a.m., Meeting; Noon, Auction)
IOGA Plant Sale/Auction
Indiana Organic Gardeners’ Association
Cool Creek Nature Park, Nature Center, 2000 E. 151st St., Carmel
Items donated by IOGA members will include organically grown vegetable starts,
perennials, books and other garden-related items.
www.gardeningnaturally.org
April 16 through May 30
INPS Florathon 2022
Indiana Native Plant Society
Florathon 2022 will see teams from all over the state venture out into wild areas,
state parks and nature preserves to see how many Indiana native wildflower species
they can spot in bloom during a 24-hour period. Teams of two to six people will enroll
sponsors to support their citizen-science effort to further the INPS mission.
www.indiananativeplants.org/inps-sponsored-events/florathon/.
April 25 through May 7 (Noon to 5:00 p.m., weekdays;
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Saturdays; Closed Sundays. )
ISBVI Annual Spring Plant Sale
Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired
7725 North College Avenue, Indianapolis
On offer will be native plants, annuals, perennials, herbs, vegetable plants (including
heirloom varieties), hanging baskets and beautiful planters of all sizes.
www.isbvigreenhouse.org
May 6-7 (8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Friday; 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Saturday)
Hancock County Herb Society & Master Gardener Association Plant Sale
Hancock County Fairgrounds, 4-H Show Arena
The Herb Society offers a variety of culinary, medicinal, decorative and craft-use
herbs, along with tomato and pepper plants and potted perennials. Master Gardener
choices include an extensive variety of perennials, vegetable plants, geraniums, begonias and house plants in addition to hanging baskets
Contact Carolyn (HCHS) at 317-326-2274; Teresa (HCMGA) at 317-441-9944
Saturday, May 7 (9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.)
Johnson County Garden Club & Purdue Extension Garden Celebration XVII:
Watch Your Garden Grow
Johnson County Fairgrounds, 484 North Morton Street, Franklin
Enhance your garden with tips from professionals regarding roses, daylilies, trees
and much more. Scott and Herring Halls, on the fairground’s east side, will feature
40+ garden-related vendors, a festive courtyard and live music.
E-mail jcgardenclub@gmail.com
May 7 to 14 (Begins 8:00 a.m., May 7; Ends 10:00 p.m., May 14)
Indiana Native Plant Society Auction
www.indiananativeplants.org/native-plant-auction/

Newfields’ Spring Blooms: Now until May 8
Newfields has launched this year’s Spring Blooms—with more than 100,000 new
blooms welcoming winter-weary guests to the museum with flowers around every
corner, inside and out.
Orchid displays from Newfields’ award-winning living collection will captivate audiences in the IMA Galleries, the Madeline F. Elder Greenhouse and Lilly House, and
are sure to offer endless inspiration for guests.
Outside, early signs of spring will emerge with hyacinths and crocus coming to life in
The Garden. As the weather warms, hundreds of thousands of colorful blooms will
burst to life, culminating with a magnificent crescendo in mid-April.
No matter the weather, Spring Blooms—presented by Wild Birds Unlimited—offers
spectacular floral exhibitions around every turn. Come early and often for a breath of
fresh air and to see the Newfields’ campus evolve.
For more information, visit www.discovernewfields.org.

CIOS Orchid Show
April 23-24 (10:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.)
CIOS’ Orchid Show
Central Indiana Orchid Society
Come explore
displays of
blooming orchids
from across the
Midwest at the
Central Indiana
Orchid Society’s Orchid Show at Garfield Park. Orchids also will be available for sale.
The CIOS is a group of individuals
who share a passion for orchids.
Members range from novice growers
to experts.
For more information, visit
www.centralios.org .

Earth Day Indiana June 4
June 4 (11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.)
Garfield Park, Indianapolis
The 2022 Earth Day Indiana Festival
will occur from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. on June 4 at Garfield Park. The
festival will have more than 110 exhibitors, live music, food trucks, beer
garden, and a 5K run/walk.
For more information, visit
www.earthdayindiana.org.

