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Next Meeting

May 11
Program: Reconnecting to
Our Waterways
Speaker: Julie L. Rhodes,
Collective Impact Director
In-Person Meeting
June 8
Field Trip: Valley Mills
Christian Church
Community Garden
Speaker: Beckie Nowlin,
GPMGA Member
In-Person Meeting
Programs are being planned
on a month-to-month basis
according to Purdue University
Extension Office Guidelines
2022 Meeting Dates
July 13 Aug. 10
Sept. 14 Oct. 12
Nov. 9 Dec. 14

Purdue University is an equal
opportunity / equal access /
affirmative action
university.
If you require an
accommodation or special
assistance to attend these
programs due to a disability,
please contact Carey Grable at
317.275.9279. Some
accommodations may require
2 weeks notice.
Newsletter Editor:
Oren Cooley
pastpfct@aol.com
Learn more at:
www.IndyGPMGA.com
www.IndyMG.org
www.IndyHorticulture.org

President’s Letter
Greetings!
I’ve been enjoying the flowering trees this spring, especially
the new Malus "Perfect Purple" crabapple that was planted
in my yard last year. Plus, my lilacs smell
heavenly!
After a winter rest, I am optimistically excited to start a new
gardening season. Carol Michel describes the process very
well in her book Potted and Pruned. We think we’ll be the
best caretakers ever, effortlessly mulching well and pulling
out weeds “when they are small and dainty and willingly let
loose from the soil with just the slightest tug”. When watering is required, we’ll “stand at the ready to provide water
with a garden hose that never kinks” (Potted and Pruned, page 23). Now that I no
longer work full-time, I do OK with most of my yard, except for the alley garden. It is far
from the house and frequently neglected.
In the past few weeks, most of my garden time has been spent moving or dividing
plants to be shared at the Plant Sale on May 14. I hope that you will be able to help
with your donations, set-up and the sale.
Happy gardening,

—Nancy Boettner, President, GPMGA

GPMGA Annual Plant Sale May 14
The GPMGA Plant Sale will occur from 9:00 a.m. to noon on Saturday, May 14, outside the
Garfield Park Conservatory.
This sale offers the opportunity for both beginners and advanced gardeners to purchase outstanding plants at reasonable prices. Proceeds from the sale will fund the gardening needs of
local community organizations as well as neighborhood educational activities.
Before the Sale:
The plant sale will include the donation from Sullivan’s last fall of more than 1,800 plants. The
donation consisted of 797 shrubs in assorted 5/3/2 gallon containers, 522 perennials in onegallon containers and 532 perennials in one-quart perennials.
Volunteers currently are needed to help sort and label
the plants, and remove any invasive plants from the donation. An invasive plant list will be posted at Garfield
Park Conservatory by Carrie Alumbaugh.
Located in the back gated area at Garfield Park, the
plants need a lot of pruning and/or maintenance since
they have been outside in the cold all winter. Any GPMGA member may visit Garfield Park between 10:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday, and/or between 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m., Sunday, to help sort and
prune the plants to get them ready for the sale.
(continued on Page 4)
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GPMGA In-Person Meeting: May 11

Garfield Park
Conservatory Tours

For the GPMGA’s live meeting on May 11, Julie L. Rhodes will share information
about Reconnecting to Our Waterways (ROW), an 11-year-old, Indianapolisbased collective impact initiative of which she is director.

May 14
Guide Needed

We will learn about ROW’s watershed efforts, how they
leverage partnerships and, especially, about the local
work they do on a neighborhood level to engage people
throughout Marion County. ROW’s mission is to value
and care for the White River and its tributaries of the
Central Canal, Fall Creek, Little Eagle Creek, Pleasant
Run and Pogue’s Run.

May 28 (11:00 a.m.)
Arlene Bow
Oren Cooley
John Montgomery
Anyone interested in becoming a
tour guide should contact Victoria
Metheaux at vmethx@comcast.net.

Since 2010, ROW has collaborated with over 100 community organizations, neighborhoods, businesses and
individuals through monthly meetings, recreational and education events and water quality improvement projects. During the presentation, attendees will get a
flavor of the depth and breadth of the successes accomplished by ROW and its
collective partners.

At the Conservatory
May 19 (10:00 -11:00 a.m.)
Little Green Thumbs
This spring, let the “little gardener” in
your life get their hands dirty during Little Green Thumbs at the Children's Garden at Garfield Park Conservatory.
Participants will have the opportunity to
plant, care for and harvest crops in the
Garden. The program is recommended
for children ages 2 through 8.
The cost is $5 per child. To register
(required) or for more information, visit:
www.garfieldgardensconservatory.org.

Julie has served as Collective Impact Director of ROW for
three years and has over 30 years experience in advancing sustainability, waste reduction, water and air quality,
greenspace development and environmental justice. As a
public ambassador for ROW, Julie leads the organization
in its pursuit to create positive change in the quality of life
and ecology in Indianapolis communities.
To learn more about ROW, visit www.ourwaterways.org or, on social media, at
@ourwaterways.

Welcome New Members!
The following person recently joined the Garfield Park Master Gardeners Association:
Mary Ann Titus

2022 GPMGA Officers/Committee Chairs
President
Nancy Boettner
nancyboettner@sbcglobal.net

Program Director
Debra Boyer
idealgardenspace@aol.com

Newsletter/Publicity Director
Oren Cooley
pastpfct@aol.com

Previous Past President
Bill Bernstein
billbe19@comcast.net

Hospitality—Snack Coordinator
Jayne Queck
jaqueck@aol.com

Plant Sale Chair
Carrie Alumbaugh
carriesalumbaugh@gmail.com

Vice President
Teresa McCurry
tmccurry@iupui.edu

Hospitality—Snack Coordinator
Mary Ann Titus
maryanndonham@gmail.com

Conservatory Tour Coordinator
Victoria Metheaux
methx@comcast.net

Secretary
Kay Martin-Pence
guitargirl929@gmail.com

Hospitality—Pitch-In Coordinator
Carrie Alumbaugh
carriesalumbaugh@gmail.com

Treasurer
Cindy Maude
cmaude@sbcglobal.net

Historian
Becky Walker
otisdog2@hotmail.com

Extension Office Contact:
Barb Rusin
rusin0@purdue.edu

Please contact the officers and chairs of the Garfield Park Master Gardener Association if you have any questions or suggestions .
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GPMGA Meeting Minutes: April 13
The GPMGA met in person at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 13, at Garfield Park
Conservatory.

Garfield Park Master
Gardener Association
in association with

Business Meeting (Officers’ Reports):
• President-Nancy Boettner:
 Members and visitors welcomed
 Requested third member for the Hospitality Committee now that we are meeting
in person; Mary Ann Titus volunteered
• Vice-President - Teresa McCurry: Nothing to report
• Secretary- Kay Martin-Pence: Minutes accepted as printed in newsletter
• Treasurer - Cindy Maude: Checking balance at end of March - $5,510.40
Program:
• Amy Mullen, of Spotts Garden Service, presented Designing the Garden that Fits
You
Other Reports:
• Hospitality - Carrie Alumbaugh, Jayne Queck: Sign-up sheet for snacks available
• Newsletter/Communications-Oren Cooley: Thanks for all of the submissions to
the newsletter; T-shirt options reviewed
• Programs - Debra Boyer: May - Reconnecting to our Waterways; June - Tour,
Valley Mills Christian Church Community Garden; July - Picnic
• Conservatory Tours - Victoria Metheaux: Tours covered for April
• Plant Sale (May 14) - Carrie Alumbaugh: Need volunteers to sort and refresh
plants from Sullivan’s and to help set-up and work the sale!
Shared Information:
No Mow May – Some cities allow homeowners not to mow lawns to provide early
season forage for native pollinators by reducing mowing intensity during a month
when foraging resources are limited. Allowing lawns to grow longer—without treating them with chemical pesticides or herbicides—leads to an increase in the number
and types of native plants, which are a great source of food for pollinators, such as
bees and butterflies. In addition, it provides important insect habitats for those that
are still in hibernation in early spring. Weed growth in May is particularly important,
because many other spring blooms have not yet emerged.
—Respectfully submitted
Nancy Boettner

GP Conservatory’s Indian Clock Vine
Indian Clock Vine (Thunbergia mysorensis) or lady's slipper vine is one of the beautiful flowering vines at Garfield
Park Conservatory.
A species in the family Acanthaceae, this vine is native to
southern tropical India. The specific epithet mysorensis is
derived from the city of Mysore, India.
This rare vine produces wide-mouthed flowers in tangy
yellow and red colors, reminiscent of its homeland in India.
It blooms in clusters of two- to threefoot long chains of eye-catching flowers that emerge in waves from spring
through early fall. The blossoms have a sweet nectar that attracts hummingbirds.
Indian clock vine often reaches 20 feet in height and has long
narrow medium green leaves. The clusters of the dramatic and
very large pendent hanging blossoms have individual flowers in
a bold curved shaped. This feature is enhanced by the flowers
being a rich saturated yellow, with maroon to brownish-red outer tip coloring.

Purdue Extension - Marion County
Discovery Hall, Suite 201
Indiana State Fairgrounds
1202 East 38th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46205
Phone: 317.275.9279
FAX: 317.275.9309
E-mail: cagrable@purdue.edu or
rusin0@purdue.edu
Answerline: 317.275.9292 or
marioncountymg@gmail.com
It is the policy of the Purdue University
Cooperative Extension Service that all
persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, services, activities and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age,
national origin or ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation,
disability or status as a veteran. Purdue
University is an Affirmative Action institution. This material may be available in
alternative formats.
If you require an accommodation or special assistance to attend programs due
to a disability, please contact Carey
Grable at 317-275-9290 or Barb Rusin
at 317-275-9279. Some accommodations may require 2 weeks notice.
Purdue does not endorse nor disclaim
information that appears in this newsletter. It is intended only for informational
purposes.
Questions: Contact Carey Grable at
cagrable@purdue.edu or at
317-275-9290.

Helping Others Grow
Sharing Knowledge
Volunteer Commitment
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From the Bookshelf . . .
Wild Food Plants of Indiana and
Adjacent States
by Alan J. McPherson
This delightful field guide to
wild foods describes more
than eighty edible plants that
grow in Indiana and adjacent
states and gives directions
for delicious ways—”all tested in the field"—of preparing them.
The guide provides a plant perspective of Indiana and a seasonal guide
to foraging, which tells what plants to
look for at each season of the year. A
detailed description and a drawing are
given for each plant or plant family,
along with its preferred habitats, its
distribution within the state and information on the edible parts.
What makes Wild Food Plants of Indiana special are the dozens of tempting recipes. The pleasures of spring
include wild asparagus soup and
evening primrose roots in sweet and
sour sauce; early summer brings rose
butter sandwiches, wild strawberry
roly-poly and steamed cattail spikes;
late summer provides chokecherry
cornbread, daylily fritters and juneberry shortcake; and autumn offers
creamy hickory nut soup, hazelnut
bread and pawpaw ice cream.

On the Web . . .
Amazing 23-Year-Old Permaculture
Food Forest
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=6GJFL0MD9fc
When people are searching to buy
that home with the established garden
or farm, New Zealanders Robert and
Robyn Guyton encourage people instead to seek an abandoned property
and fix it up to help the land heal.
This documentary follows them and
explore what they call their Food Forest. Using permaculture principles,
they have taken a two-acre chunk of
land and crafted a self-sustaining garden where the plants serve each other, the insects, the birds and, of
course, Robert and Robyn Guyton.
Their efforts to create their Food Forest is inspiring. The resulting Food
Forest has a natural beauty that suggests perhaps how life probably
should be.

GPMGA Plant Sale

(continued from Page1)

Promoting the Sale:
GPMGA members recently received an e-mail that
contained this year's flyer for the GPMGA Annual
Plant Sale. Members should feel free to print and
post the flyer or distribute the flyer to any group members feel might have an interest in the plant sale.
Members will not have updated numbers for the yard
signs this year since they were too expensive. The
GPMGA will consider doing new signs for next year’s
sale.
Labeling the Plants:
The recent e-mail also contained two different samples of labels for the GPMGA Annual Plant Sale. Members should feel free to use these templates to create labels for
any plants members may wish to donate.
If members wish to create their own labels, please include the following information:
--Common Name/Scientific Name
--Type of Plant (Herb, native, perennial, etc.)
--Shade or Sun or Part-sun/Part-shade
--Size
--Color
--Season of Bloom
Dropping Off Plants:
The GPMGA appreciates the donations of plants members will make—divisions from
members’ perennial gardens, plants grown from seed, bulbs, vegetables, herbs, annuals, houseplants or shrubs. Members may drop off those plants on either May13 (5:00
p.m. to 9:00 p.m.) OR May 14 (7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.).
Members must have plants potted and ready for sale when they drop them off. Again,
members should have their plants labeled before dropping off their plants.
REMEMBER: No plants with mildew or other problems; no invasives.
Other Needed Supplies:
In addition to plants, the GPMGA asks members to check if they have canopies, folding tables, wagons, boxes and trays (for people to carry plants home), or other items
needed for use during the plant sale.
Donations also are needed for the Garden Yard Sale Table—such as tools, pots, garden decor items, books, magazines and miscellaneous garden items.
Helping the Day before the Sale—Friday, May 13:
Carrie Alumbaugh will be at Garfield Park all day Friday, May 13, to make sure all of
the donations are labeled and “good to go” for Saturday. Carrie is renting a U-Haul for
Friday, May 13, to be used to move the 1,800 plants from the back gated area to the
Sunken Gardens. Volunteers are needed to help with labeling all of the donated plants
and to assist with loading the plants on the truck and unloading the plants by the
Sunken Gardens. Volunteers also are needed to help organize the plants on the tables as well.
Helping the Day of the Sale—Saturday, May 14:
The GPMGA Annual Plant Sale will occur from 9:00 a.m. to noon on Saturday, May
14, outside the GP Conservatory. Members are needed to complete setting up, tear
down, provide plant care information and, of course, assist customers. Any assistance
is greatly appreciated.
Judy Martin will set up a demonstration table regarding Succulents and Fairy Gardens.
For more information or to offer help, please contact Carrie Alumbaugh at carriesalumbaugh@gmail.com or at 317-538-0872.
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IGC’s 26th Annual Garden Walk June 8
The Indianapolis Garden Club’s 26th Annual Garden Walk will occur from 9:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 8.
This year, the IGC will feature five of the city’s finest urban
and northside gardens with local artists working en plein
air in each garden. Works of art will be available for sale.
The cost is $40 per person in advance; $45 per person
day of sale. The purchased ticket contains garden locations and event details.
This year’s featured gardens and artists include:
A One-of-a-Kind Welcome
Originally from California, the current owners inherited an
extensive perennial garden in 2007. The ever-changing
retreat includes a koi pond, an arched garden bridge and a
guest cottage. Pergolas create structure for additional
garden viewing—including a cozy guest cottage nestled in
this magical backyard retreat.
Artists: Justin Vining and Sarah Anderson
Ever Evolving!
Tucked into a quiet pocket between two busy thoroughfares, discover a flourishing garden that has grown over 30
years in tandem with one family’s desires and passions.
Strong structural design creates a base for play, exploration and respite thanks to the homeowners’ commitment to
continual connection with nature.
Artists: Kyle Ragsdale (www.kyleragsdale.com) and Laura
Winslow (Instagram @laurawinslow.dee)
A Bride, A Bouquet and A Balcony
Merge the rose-trellised entry of a nearly 100-year-old formal Italianate home with a manicured front lawn bordered
by waves of flowers. Overlooking a stately courtyard garden is a Juliet balcony where the owners’ son and daughter-in-law previously tossed the bridal bouquet in this stunning fairytale setting.
Artist: Melinda Spear Huff (www.melindaspearhuff.com)
A Georgian Colonial Treasure
This unusual wedge-shaped property offers distinct gardening zones. An attached greenhouse allows the owner
to start seedlings each spring. The adjacent parterre is
interspersed with annuals, herbs and vegetables. A colorful perennial border beckons guests to linger.
Artist: Cindy Newcomer (Etsy: cnewcomeroriginals and
www.cindynewcomer.com)
An Entertaining Enclave
Imagine a Frank Lloyd Wright-inspired home with endless
possibilities for outdoor entertaining. Order, symmetry,
and uniformity grace the well-placed specimens of oaks,
maples, boxwood, river birch and a lush border of strawberry vanilla hydrangeas.
Artists: Thom Fairchild (Facebook: Thom Fairchild, Impressions in Oil)
IGC proudly directs all proceeds from the Garden Walk back into the Indianapolis
area. Since the inception of Garden Walk, IGC has granted over $500,000 in the
areas of conservation, civic improvement and beautification for projects within the
local community.
For more information, visit www.indianapolisgardenclub/garden-walk.

Indianapolis Hosta
Society Program
May 9 (6:30 p.m.)
The Good, the Bad and the Ugly:
Garden Insects 101
Holliday Park Nature Center
6363 Spring Mill Road, Indianapolis
Join the Indianapolis Hosta Society
(IHS) when Sara Gray, Entomologist,
presents The Good, the Bad and the
Ugly: Garden Insects 101 at 6:30 p.m.
on May 9 at Holliday Park Nature
Center.
Gray, an entomologist in a previous
life, will introduce the fascinating
world of insects, their importance and
uses, the behaviors that make them
so successful, how to encourage beneficial insect populations and how to
control the undesirable ones.
Which insect has been known to fly
100 miles in a day? Which insect can
release a chemical bomb? Why do
you not want to be a male honeybee?
Find out from Gray at this fun lecture.
For more information, visit:
www.indianapolishostasociety.org

Indianapolis Hosta
Society’s Annual Sale
June 4 (11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.)
Hamilton County Fairgrounds
Exhibition Center, Hall A
2003 Pleasant St., Noblesville
The Indianapolis Hosta Society’s Annual Hosta Sale will occur from 11:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on June 4 at the
Hamilton County Fairgrounds. Buy
the newest hostas on the market,
from miniatures to giants, as well as
hostas not available in “box stores”.
The sale also will feature vendors
specializing in rare and unusual
plants and trees:
• Tree Frog Gardens, John Chapin –
featuring perennials, shrubs, conifers and flowering trees.
• Pine View Nursery, Kevin Collard –
featuring ornamental trees, shrubs
and herbaceous plants.
• Lulu’s Petals, Cindy Thompson –
featuring beautiful fused glass garden totems.
• Utopos Gardens, Chris Turner –
featuring tropical plants.
For more information, visit
www.indianapolishostasociety.org
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Show/Event Calendar
Now until May 14 (Ends 10:00 p.m.)
Indiana Native Plant Society Auction—Virtual
The INPS Auction continues as an online forum this year. The virtual auction format
has the advantage of reaching members and non-members throughout Indiana and
offers rare native plants, private garden tours, celebrity guided hikes, plants donated
by INPS members, and natives from invasive-free Grow Indiana Natives vendors.
www.indiananativeplants.org/native-plant-auction
May 10 (10:00 a.m.)
Indiana Phenology Citizen Science Training—Virtual
Learn how to document seasonal changes in plants for individual gardeners and for
science in this free observer training program. Indiana Phenology is an organization
dedicated to documenting the timing of seasonal changes in Indiana plants.
www.indianaphenology.org/events
May 14 (9:00 a.m.—Noon)
Madison County Master Gardener Association’s Plant Sale
Madison County Fairgrounds, Exhibit Hall, 512 East 4th Street, Alexandria
The sale will feature perennial and annual bedding plants as well as a selection of
herbs and vegetables.
www.madisoncountymastergardener.org
May 21 (8:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.)
Hamilton County Master Gardener Association's Plant Sale
Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds, Main Building, 2003 Pleasant Street, Noblesville
Shop from a large selection of plants, including native plants, hostas, daylilies, perennials, vegetables, water plants, and some shrubs and small trees.
www.hcmga.org
June 4-5 (8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., Saturday; 10:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m., Sunday)
Garden Fair at Minnetrista
1200 North Minnetrista Parkway, Muncie
The Garden Fair is the ultimate destination for horticulturists of any level, whether a
person is a master gardener or looking to simply spruce up the yard. Throughout this
free, two-day community event, a wide variety of vendors will be available to help
attendees discover beautiful plants, landscaping tools and crafts for gardens.
www.minnetrista.net/gardenfair
June 11 (10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.)
Rosefest 2022
Hamilton County Fairgrounds, 2003 Pleasant Street, Noblesville
The Indianapolis Rose Society and the Hamilton County Master Gardeners are hosting Rosefest 2022—a day filled with beautiful roses, rose growing demonstrations, a
rose garden tour, free roses to first 30 guests, an ARS accredited rose show, and
wonderful speakers.
https://indianapolisrosesociety.com/rosefest/rosefest-2022/

Volunteer Opportunity:
Keep Indianapolis
Beautiful
May 21 (9:00 a.m.—Noon)
Walcott and Randolph Tree Planting
305 N. Walcott St., Indianapolis
Don't miss out on the last planting of
the spring season!
Volunteers at Keep Indianapolis
Beautiful (KIB) will plant more than
130 native trees in this Arsenal
Heights neighborhood. Adding to the
urban tree canopy, the trees not only
provide shade and homes for native
wildlife, they also can help reduce
storm water runoff, and lower noise
and air pollution.
This planting will occur in a residential
area. Volunteers can park on Walcott
Street or neighboring streets. Bike
parking is not guaranteed.
Facilities such as restrooms are not
provided onsite. Restroom recommendations will be made by KIB staff.
KIB takes volunteer safety seriously.
While KIB is not restricting group size
currently for volunteer engagements,
wearing masks and physical distancing are strongly encouraged. Also,
KIB recommends wearing comfortable clothing and closed-toe shoes.
To register or for more information,
contact Miranda Frausto at
317-793-2487 or at
mfrausto@kibi.org.

2022 Earth Day Indiana Festival June 4
The 2022 Earth Day Indiana Festival will occur from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on June 4 at Garfield Park.
The Earth Day Indiana Festival—an annual event which seeks to celebrate and educate the public
on all things surrounding environmental protection, conservation of natural resources and sustainable living—will feature more than 110 exhibitors, live music, food trucks, beer garden, and a 5K
run/walk.
The Earth Day Indiana Festival decided to change the day for its event from mid-April to June in
order to avoid the area’s inclement weather. Earth Day Indiana also decided on June 4 because
that date occurs the day before World Environment Day (June 5). The United Nations declared that day World Environment
Day in 1974 in order to encourage worldwide awareness and work towards improving the environment.
Every year, responsibility is given to a country to host the event and provide a platform to discuss its sustainable development
goals. The day is celebrated by people and organizations worldwide as they share their experiences, challenges and solutions.
This year, more than 150 countries will participate in World Environment Day—-which will be hosted by Sweden. The theme –
Only One Earth – will highlight the need to live sustainably in harmony with nature and will focus on the possibilities for shifting
to more sustainable, greener lifestyles through both policies and individual choices.
For more information, visit www.earthdayindiana.org.

