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Next Meeting

June 8
Field Trip: Valley Mills
Christian Church
Community Garden
Speaker: Beckie Nowlin,
GPMGA Member
In-Person Meeting
July 13
Event:
GPMGA Annual Picnic
Program: TBD
In-Person Meeting
Programs are being planned
on a month-to-month basis
according to Purdue University
Extension Office Guidelines
2022 Meeting Dates
Aug. 10 Sept. 14
Oct. 12
Nov. 9
Dec. 14

Purdue University is an equal
opportunity / equal access /
affirmative action
university.
If you require an
accommodation or special
assistance to attend these
programs due to a disability,
please contact Carey Grable at
317.275.9279. Some
accommodations may require
2 weeks notice.
Newsletter Editor:
Oren Cooley
pastpfct@aol.com
Learn more at:
www.IndyGPMGA.com
www.IndyMG.org
www.IndyHorticulture.org

President’s Letter
Greetings All,
To all of you who participated in this year’s Plant Sale: Thank you, Thank you!!!
I am also thankful that Carrie and her team were able to save so many of the donations from Sullivan’s since there were fewer donations from our group this year.
Given the success of the sale, the Board may discuss
allocating some of the funds for additional grants. Members of GPMGA are encouraged to nominate organizations—and volunteer garden activities headed by GPMGA members are given priority. Also, projects affecting
Garfield Park are considered a high priority in this process.
June snuck up on me again and my vegetable garden is
only half planted and my pots have not been planted at
all due to weather, finalizing the Irvington Farmers Market season, and visits from family and friends. At least I
recently installed plasticware around the young plants per Carol Michel’s suggestion
years ago. People make fun of it, but it seems to work!
Hope to see you at the June 8th field trip,

—Nancy Boettner, President, GPMGA

GPMGA Annual Plant Sale A Huge Success
The Garfield Park Master Gardener Annual Plant Sale raised more than $4,800 last May, as a
steady stream of customers, curious onlookers and gardening enthusiasts contributed to the
fun-filled atmosphere present during the sale.
The GPMGA greatly appreciates the many donations from GPMGA members, Sullivan Hardware and Garden, and other Indianapolis area garden centers and nurseries. And, many,
many thanks to GPMGA members who lent canopies, tables and other supplies, helped
(continued on Page 4)
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GPMGA In-Person Meeting: June 8

Garfield Park
Conservatory Tours

For the June 8 meeting, GPMGA member Beckie Nowlin will lead a field trip at
the Valley Mills Christian Church Community Garden project—which she manages with the support of a GPMGA grant.

June 11 (11:00 a.m.)
Judy Martin

This project is in its seventh year as the only community garden in Decatur Township that has produce
available from March through October. The majority of
the produce feeds homeless and lower-income families. Participants learn about gardening practices as
well as healthy food options.

June 25 (11:00 a.m.)
Arlene Bow
Oren Cooley
John Montgomery
Anyone interested in becoming a
tour guide should contact Victoria
Metheaux at vmethx@comcast.net.

The garden was originally located in a low area on the
southwest side of the property but was moved last
year to higher ground on the northeast side. The former parking lot required extensive restoration to become shovel-ready. The volunteers were able to salvage everything from the old
garden—including 50 one-year-old straw bales, 5 just-rebuilt raised beds, all the
mulch from the pathways and compost bins. The church built new water lines
and a new barn for the garden which measures 1000 by 1000 feet.

At the Conservatory
June 25 (2:00 p.m.)
Gather in the Garden
The Garfield Park naturalist will lead the
class through various tasks of caring for
raised bed gardens.
Participants will learn about seasonal
garden care and maintenance through
this free hands-on program. Children
especially are welcome to join the gardening fun and/or make a craft to take
home. Since this program is drop-in, no
registration is required.
For more information, visit:
www.garfieldgardensconservatory.org.

Beckie, a lifelong plant enthusiast, has been a Master Gardener since 2013 and
recently reached the Gold 5000 Level. She is a registered nurse and works in
home health care. In addition to work and gardening. Beckie also cares for her
five-year-old twin granddaughters and their baby sister.
Location: Valley Mills Christian
Church, 5555 Kentucky Avenue
Directions from I-465: Head
southwest on Kentucky Avenue/SR
67, which is four lanes with a median. After passing the intersection
with Decatur Township Library and
High School on your left, turn left at
the next crossover to Flanner & Buchanan Funeral Home. Their parking lot connects with the church property and will take you to the community garden.
We will meet rain or shine since a shelter with picnic tables is onsite. If you need
directional help on the meeting’s day, contact Debra Boyer at 317.694.9595.

2022 GPMGA Officers/Committee Chairs
President
Nancy Boettner
nancyboettner@sbcglobal.net

Program Director
Debra Boyer
idealgardenspace@aol.com

Newsletter/Publicity Director
Oren Cooley
pastpfct@aol.com

Previous Past President
Bill Bernstein
billbe19@comcast.net

Hospitality—Snack Coordinator
Jayne Queck
jaqueck@aol.com

Plant Sale Chair
Carrie Alumbaugh
carriesalumbaugh@gmail.com

Vice President
Teresa McCurry
tmccurry@iupui.edu

Hospitality—Snack Coordinator
Mary Ann Titus
maryanndonham@gmail.com

Conservatory Tour Coordinator
Victoria Metheaux
methx@comcast.net

Secretary
Kay Martin-Pence
guitargirl929@gmail.com

Hospitality—Pitch-In Coordinator
Carrie Alumbaugh
carriesalumbaugh@gmail.com

Treasurer
Cindy Maude
cmaude@sbcglobal.net

Historian
Becky Walker
otisdog2@hotmail.com

Extension Office Contact:
Barb Rusin
rusin0@purdue.edu

Please contact the officers and chairs of the Garfield Park Master Gardener Association if you have any questions or suggestions .
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GPMGA Meeting Minutes: May 11
The GPMGA met in person at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 11, at Garfield Park
Conservatory.

Garfield Park Master
Gardener Association
in association with

Officer Reports
• President - Nancy Boettner: Welcome all members and visitors!; Huge thanks to
Cindy Maude for printing and mailing the membership cards
• Vice-President – Teresa McCurry: No report
• Secretary – Kay Martin-Pence: No corrections to the minutes from the April meeting and are acceptable as printed in the newsletter
• Treasurer – Cindy Maude: Bank balance as of May 11 - $4,937.78; Outstanding
$500 for grant
Program: Julie L. Rhodes of Reconnecting to Our Waterways (ROW)
• ROW convenes and supports community partners to enhance quality of life, innovation, cultural advancement and environmental quality along Indy waterways
and in adjacent neighborhoods.
• The waterways are Central Canal, Fall Creek, Little Eagle Creek, Pleasant Run,
Pogue’s Run, and White River
• ROW focuses on a 10-minute walk (a half mile) around each waterway
• A connectivity area of 20-minutes bike ride (3 miles) around each waterway.
• ROW engages in communities adjacent to the waterways and projects specific to
each community.
Board Reports
• Hospitality – Carrie Alumbaugh, Jayne Queck: Requested snack sign-up for upcoming meetings.
• Newsletter/Communication – Oren Cooley: Keep the articles and ideas coming
• Programs—Debra Boyer: June - Becky Nowlin’s garden tour, July – Picnic, August – Shrubs (not the growing kind)
• Conservatory Tours – Victoria Metheaux: Tours are staffed
• Plant Sale – Carrie Alumbaugh: The day before—and day of—all hands on deck;
Friday (May 13): 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. to work on donations from Sullivan’s; 5:00
-9:00 p.m. to receive member plant donations; Saturday (May 14): 7:00—9:00
a.m. to receive donations and complete final setup; 9:00 a.m.– Noon for SALE
Other Business:
• Upcoming garden walk/tours: Indianapolis Garden Club’s 26th Annual Garden
Walk, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, June 8 ($40 – $46); Irvington Garden
Tour, Sunday, June 26, 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. ($10)

GP Conservatory’s Shaving Brush Tree
Pseudobombax ellipticum, commonly called the shaving brush tree, is a small to medium sized, deciduous
flowering tree native to open forests and hillsides in
Central America from southern Mexico to Honduras
and in cultivation throughout the Caribbean.
The palmately compound leaves are made up of five
elliptic leaflets (up to 7 inches long and 1 inch wide).
The leaves fall off during the winter dry season.

Purdue Extension - Marion County
Discovery Hall, Suite 201
Indiana State Fairgrounds
1202 East 38th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46205
Phone: 317.275.9279
FAX: 317.275.9309
E-mail: cagrable@purdue.edu or
rusin0@purdue.edu
Answerline: 317.275.9292 or
marioncountymg@gmail.com

It is the policy of the Purdue University
Cooperative Extension Service that all
persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, services, activities and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age,
national origin or ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation,
disability or status as a veteran. Purdue
University is an Affirmative Action institution. This material may be available in
alternative formats.
If you require an accommodation or special assistance to attend programs due
to a disability, please contact Carey
Grable at 317-275-9290 or Barb Rusin
at 317-275-9279. Some accommodations may require 2 weeks notice.

Large, fragrant flowers with numerous pink or white
stamens bloom on the blunt twig ends while the trees
are bare. The resulting bloom suggests a shaving brush—from
which the plant receives its common name.

Purdue does not endorse nor disclaim
information that appears in this newsletter. It is intended only for informational
purposes.

The plant typically blooms between January and April. Each of the
flowers can produce hundreds of tiny black seeds (.1 mm) that germinate within approximately 30 days.

Questions: Contact Carey Grable at
cagrable@purdue.edu or at
317-275-9290.

Mature trees can reach up to 60 feet tall in the wild but are typically
much shorter in cultivation (20-40 feet). Their form is stout and wide,
with a large trunk reaching up and an open, irregular canopy.

Helping Others Grow
Sharing Knowledge
Volunteer Commitment
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From the Bookshelf . . .

Plant Sale

(from Page 1)

Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous
Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and
the Teachings of Plants
by Robin Wall Kimmerer

set up and tear down the plant sale, and
made time to talk about plants and plant
care to the customers during the sale. We
couldn't have done it without your help!

As a botanist,
Robin Wall Kimmerer has been
trained to ask
questions of nature with the tools
of science. As a
member of the
Citizen Potawatomi Nation, she
embraces the
notion that plants
and animals are
the oldest teachers. In Braiding
Sweetgrass, Kimmerer brings these
two lenses of knowledge together to
take us on “a journey that is every bit
as mythic as it is scientific, as sacred
as it is historical, as clever as it is
wise” (Elizabeth Gilbert).

Proceeds from the sale will fund the gardening needs of local community organizations as well as neighborhood educational
activities.

Drawing on her life as an indigenous
scientist, and as a woman, Kimmerer
shows how other living beings―asters and goldenrod, strawberries and squash, salamanders, algae,
and sweetgrass―offer many gifts and
lessons. In reflections that range from
the creation of Turtle Island to the
forces that threaten its flourishing today, she circles toward a central argument: that the awakening of ecological consciousness requires the acknowledgment and celebration of human’s reciprocal relationship with the
rest of the living world.

On the Web . . .
License to Farm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=eJnAV_quG6Y&t=248s
In this documentary, viewers get a
glimpse into what it means to be a
farmer.
Two percent of the population grows
and produces food for the rest of the
population. This staggering percentage might make one appreciate farmers more, but the confusing amount of
information about farmers will make
people want to keep watching.
Learn what farmers are facing today,
the types of choices they must make,
and the kind of people they are.
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Conner Prairie New
Exhibit: Promised Land
as Proving Ground
Conner Prairie’s new exhibit—
Promised Land as Proving Ground—
will cover 500 years of AfricanAmerican history from pre-colonial
Africa to the present day and specifically will explore the development of
African-American faith ways and its
expression through music, dance and
food.

The agricultural exhibitry will center
around the importance and use of the
land to African-American religious
practices and will demonstrate how
land impacts foodways and celebratory practices. The garden will contain
vegetables and herbs with ties to African traditions and foodways.
To demonstrate the significant cultural impact and importance of these
historic foodways, the garden will feature the following vegetables:
• Okra (Hibiscus esculentus)
• Scotch Bonnet and Cayenne
(Capsicum annuum)
• Sweet Potatoes (Ipomoea batatas)
• Collard Greens (Brassica oleracea
acephala)
• Black Eyed Peas (Vigna unguiculata)
• Watermelon (Citrullus lanatus)
Conner Prairie last spring requested
volunteers this year to help prepare,
plant and maintain the raised garden
beds at the museum’s Origins cabin
area. Part of the produce will be used
in the food programming at Conner
Prairie; the rest donated to food
banks in Marion County through the
museum’s partnership with the Lawrence Community Gardens.
For more information on volunteering,
contact Carol Emmert, Conner Prairie’s Recruitment and Volunteer Manager, at emmert@connerprairie.org
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Show/Event Calendar
June 11 (10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.)
Rosefest 2022
Hamilton County Fairgrounds, 2003 Pleasant Street, Noblesville
The Indianapolis Rose Society and the Hamilton County Master Gardeners sponsor
this day filled with beautiful roses, rose growing demonstrations, a rose garden tour,
free roses to first 30 guests, an ARS accredited rose show and wonderful speakers.
https://indianapolisrosesociety.com/rosefest/rosefest-2022/
June 21 (7:00 p.m. - Virtual)
Working with Diverse Communities in Conservation
Indiana Native Plant Society, Central Chapter
Rebecca Calvert, Keep Indianapolis Beautiful’s Director of Community Engagement.,
will showcase and discuss various organizations, including Assisting Neighbors in
Beautification, Adopt-a-Block, Great Indy Cleanup, Tree Applications, Native Plant
Sales, Invasive Habitat Removal and Habitat Restoration (Examples of plants and
flowers that are used), KIB’s Community Engagement, tree planting selection method
and process, and the 2021-2024 Strategic Plan. Rebecca’s background is in education and human development.
Register: https://bit.ly/3Mvjc4u
July 14 (7:00 p.m. - Virtual)
Foraging and Native Plant Conservation: Expanding the Ecological Self
Indiana Native Plant Society, Central Chapter
Humans have a fraught relationship with the natural world, says presenter Greg
Monzel, a student of nature with a gift for nourishing deep connections between people and plants. Modern humans are obsessed with controlling and extracting value
from natural spaces, often to the detriment of people and nature alike. With this program, Greg Monzel makes the case that thoughtful foraging of wild foods and medicines can help restore connections between people and nature, increasing the value
of forests and other habitats to support their conservation. He will examine how hunting practices and policies can inform foraging policies and conservation efforts, and
perhaps make foraging less taboo in conservation circles. Monzel has been a practicing herbal educator, medicine maker, and grower since 2008. He and his wife cofounded Persimmon Herb School in 2015 to develop plant-centered space and build
a healing community.
Register: https://bit.ly/3sW1AY3

Irvington Garden Tour
The Irvington Garden Tour will occur
from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 26 (rain or shine).
For this self-guided tour, participants
may visit the gardens in any order
they choose and at any time during
the tour. The back of the ticket includes a map of garden sites.
Tickets are $10 and may be purchased in advance or the day of the
tour. No charge for children under 14.
The day of the tour tickets are available at these locations:
• Irvington United Methodist Church
30 North Audubon Road
• The Benton House
312 South Downey Avenue
• Each garden on the tour
Two weeks prior to the tour day, tickets are available from: Ace Hardware
(1025 North Arlington Avenue).

92nd Marion County Fair June 24 – July 3
The 92nd Marion County Fair will occur from June 24 to July 3 at the Marion County
Fairgrounds (7300 East Troy Avenue).
Each year, the Marion County Fair works in partnership with the Marion County 4-H program to create a venue where youth in Marion County who participate in 4-H can display
their work and compete against others to earn trophies, ribbons and entries into the Indiana State Fair competitions. The fair provides a platform to display the work of these
youth and helps them gain valuable experience in presentation skills and competitionbased learning opportunities.
The centerpiece of the Marion County Fair is its midway! With the urbanization of Marion County and Indianapolis, the farmland and livestock that
used to reside in Marion county has dwindled. However, the midway continues to expand its thrilling experience through the work of North American Midway Entertainment, the world’s largest traveling outdoor amusement park.
The Marion County Fair Grandstands—now called the Circle City Raceway–is home to the fair’s horsepower-related events and the fair’s special
features, events, acts and/or performers.
This year, Dino-ROAR returns with its eight, life-like, animatronic dinosaurs! The dinosaurs and their puppeteer handlers will roam the Admin
Plaza area multiple times each day of the fair. This educational & interactive show teaches kids fun facts about dinosaurs in a captivating manner.

For more information, visit https://marioncountyfair.org.

