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Next Meeting 

 
 
 

August 12  
(6:00 p.m. OR 7:00 p.m.) 

Tours:  Demonstration Garden 
Presenter:   Steve Mayer,  
Purdue Extension Office 

(Registration Required; 
15 People per Tour) 

 
 

September 9 (6:30 p.m.) 
Topic/Speaker:  TBD 

Virtual Meeting Only: 
No In-Person Meeting 

 
 

Programs are being planned 
on a month-to-month basis 

according to Purdue University 
Extension Office Guidelines 

 
Meetings occur the second 

Wednesday of each month at 
6:30 p.m. at Garfield Park  
unless otherwise noted. 

 

Future Meetings 
Oct. 14 

Nov. 18 (Third Wednesday) 
Dec. 9 

 

Purdue University is an equal 
opportunity / equal access /

affirmative action  
university.  

 

If you require an  
accommodation or special 
assistance to attend these 

programs due to a disability, 
please contact Steve Mayer at 

317.275.9290.  Some         
accommodations may require 

2 weeks notice. 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Oren Cooley 
pastpfct@aol.com 
 

Learn more at: 
www.IndyGPMGA.com 
www.IndyMG.org 
www.IndyHorticulture.org 

President’s Letter   
What’s Wrong with my Squash? 
 
Seems like every year about this time, the squash plants start to wilt and die.  I'm 
lucky to get one or two squash off of a plant, and then, poof.  This always happens to 
my zucchini and yellow squash and is also happening to the pumpkins I am trying to 
grow this year.   
 
What do these have in common?  They 
are in the Curcurbita Genus.  Curcurbita is 
Latin for gourd.  I'm not going to go into all 
the different types of squash, but there 
appears to be about 13 species groups 
and 27 species total.  What do people say 
when you mention wilting squash plants?  
"You've got borers."  I've never looked too 
deep into these mysterious borers.  I've 
never seen them, but I do see a deteriora-
tion at the base of the plant.  By the time I 
realize there's a problem, my plants are 
goners.  What are borers?  What do you look for? When should you start looking for 
them?  How do they get there?  What can you do about them?   
 
Squash borers are the larvae stage of a moth known as Melitta curcurbitae.  The 
name tells you a little about what types of plants it prefers.  However, cucumbers, 
melons and butternut squash do not seem to be favored.  The moth emerges from 
the ground in late June/early July and lays its eggs at the base of leaf stalks or on the 
underside of the stem, within a few inches of the ground.  The eggs hatch in about a 
week and are tiny, brown in color—and flat.  Obviously, they are difficult to see as I've 
never seen them.   
 
Once the larvae hatch, they start eating the plant, 
making a hole to get inside the stem to continue 
feeding, and leaving behind a yucky “frass”, or in 
other words, “poop”.  This may be a survival tech-
nique so that the caterpillars are not visible to hun-
gry birds. The larvae feed for 4-6 weeks and then 
drop to burrow into the ground until next year.   
 
Pesticides are really not effective once the larvae 
are inside the plant. Pesticides can be effective but 
this brings up concerns related to my last month's 
article regarding the plight of the pollinators.  Or-
ganic controls include wrapping the base of the stem with nylon stockings or foil to 
prevent the egg laying on the stem (I might have to try this), row covers can be used 
up until bloom (the flowers still need to be pollinated), or try to get the plant to root 
further along the stem by mounding some soil over a spot or two.  Then the infected 
piece can be cut out with the remainder of the plant sustained.  You can also place a 
yellow bowl/pan/bucket of water in the garden.  The color yellow attracts  
 
                     (continued on Page 2) 
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the moth, and the idea is that it will fall 
into the water and be trapped.  My opin-
ion is the best control would be to look 
for the eggs and wipe them off the plant.  
Likely easier said than done.   
 

I also tried pushing a wire up through 
the hole, and was able to pull one cat 
out.  I may have pierced some others 
because those plants are not deteriorat-
ing any further.  I'm not sure I like this 
method as you really don't know if you 
got it.  I did dissect the pumpkin vine 
that was pretty much a goner.  I found 3 
caterpillars just above where I broke it 
off, another little one at least 3 feet up 
the stalk (!!!) apparently going as far and 
as fast as it could, and one in the piece I 
had initially left in the ground.   
 

What I find unusual is that I have not 
planted squash for several years. But, 
Melitta curcurbitae is a flying insect.  I 
could also plant more summer squash 
now since many varieties mature in 50-
60 days, and egg laying time is past.  I 
asked a couple of gardening friends 
what they do.  One said he sprays; the 
other said he doesn't plant squash!  
Well, that's one way to deal with it!  But 
me, I will keep planting because I love 
zucchini.  I will be out there with a mirror 
and magnifier starting in mid-June look-
ing for eggs.  What methods do you use 
to control squash borers?  
 

 —Lane Judkins, President, GPMGA 
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Please contact the officers and chairs of the Garfield Park Master Gardener Association if you have any questions or suggestions . 

GPMGA Meeting:  Field Trip August 12 
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The Garfield Park Master Gardener Association will have a face-to-face oppor-
tunity for members on Wednesday, August 12, at the Indiana State Fair-
grounds.  
 
Steve Mayer, local Purdue Extension horticulture educator, will provide two tours 
of the Purdue Extension-Marion County (PE-MC) Demonstration Garden during 
the evening. Tour #1 will be held from 6:00-6:30 p.m., and Tour #2 will be giv-
en from 7:00-7:30 p.m.  
 
Participants in Tour #1 should not stay later than 6:45 p.m. and participants in 
Tour #2 should not arrive before 6:45 p.m. This is to minimize the number of peo-
ple present at one time.  
 
The tours are limited to Master Gardeners/Master Gardener association mem-
bers. Each person must follow the submitted safety plan requirements to 
attend a tour. (See article on Page 3.) 
 
Pre-registration is required since space is limited to 15 people for each tour. If 
more people want to attend or you cannot participate in an August 12 tour, there 
are two other options: 1) attend a future tour scheduled later in the month, or 2) 
tour the garden on your own. An electronic plant list and map will be made availa-
ble to people, and plant signage will be placed in the garden by mid-August. 
 
To pre-register, e-mail Steve Mayer (MayerSL@purdue.edu) with your name 
and tour date and starting time. You will receive a confirmation e-mail if space 
is still available for you.   
 
Be sure to have insect repellent with you. Mosquitoes have been a problem in 
recent weeks. 
 
The Fall Creek entrance to the Indi-
ana State Fairgrounds is always 
open. Entry from 38th Street may, 
or may not, be open. Do not pay for 
parking; none is required for Pur-
due Extension events.   
 



Garfield Park Master  
Gardener Association 

 
in association with  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Purdue Extension - Marion County 
Discovery Hall, Suite 201 
Indiana State Fairgrounds 
1202 East 38th Street 
Indianapolis, IN  46205 
Phone: 317.275.9290 
FAX: 317.275.9309 
 
E-mail: MayerSL@purdue.edu              
AnswerLine: 317.275.9292 or 
     marioncountymg@gmail.com 
 
It is the policy of the Purdue University 
Cooperative Extension Service that all 
persons have equal opportunity and ac-
cess to its educational programs, ser-
vices, activities and facilities without re-
gard to race, religion, color, sex, age, 
national origin or ancestry, marital sta-
tus, parental status, sexual orientation, 
disability or status as a veteran. Purdue 
University is an Affirmative Action insti-
tution. This material may be available in 
alternative formats.  
  
If you require an accommodation or spe-
cial assistance to attend programs due 
to a disability, please contact Steve 
Mayer at 317.275.9290.  Some accom-
modations may require 2 weeks notice.  
  
Purdue does not endorse nor disclaim 
information that appears in this newslet-
ter. It is intended only for informational 
purposes. 
 
Questions:  Contact Steve Mayer at 
mayersl@purdue.edu or Debbie 
Schelske at dschelsk@purdue.edu. 

Helping Others Grow 

Sharing Knowledge 

Volunteer Commitment 
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  1. You are a Master Gardener, MG Intern, and/or MG association member.  
 

  2. You must pre-register for a specific tour date and time (e-mail:  
      MayerSL@purdue.edu). There is no onsite registration.  
 

  3. Do your own health screening before coming to the garden. If you show 
      COVID-19 symptoms (such as fever, cough and/or shortness of breath) or 
      are not feeling well, stay home.  
 

  4. Do not come to the garden if you have had contact with someone showing 
      COVID-19 symptoms in the last 14 days.  
 

  5. Wash your hands and/or use hand sanitizer before and after you visit the  
      garden. On tour days, two sanitizing stations will be provided in front of the 
      Garden. (Bring your own sanitizer if you don’t wish to use them.)  
 

  6. You will be required to wear a face covering during the entire tour (unless a 
      medical condition prevents this). The nose and mouth are to be covered 
      throughout the tour.  
 

  7. Maintain social distancing guidelines at all times in the garden area. This 
      means keeping a minimum 6-foot distance between individuals. A PA  
      System will be used to help people hear and still maintain proper distancing.  
 

  8. Major pathways in the garden will have one-way traffic during the tour. A  
      traffic flow map is being e-mailed to you with the newsletter.  
 

  9. Refrain from using common areas (i.e., benches) as much as possible. No  
      additional seating will be provided. If needed, one of three existing benches 
      can be used (but only one person per bench).  
 

10. Avoid touching your face, and avoid touching common surfaces (handles, 
     etc.) as much as possible.  
 

11. Bring your own water/beverage. None are provided for the tour.  
 
12. Bring your own plant list and map. (It will be e-mailed to you.) No copies will 
      be provided at the tour.  
 

If you do not want to follow any of these guidelines, visit the demonstration gar-
den on your own.  

Requirements to Attend PE-MC Tour 

Executive Reports 
 President — Lane Judkins: Welcome to the third Zoom meeting of 2020.  It's 

HOT, HOT, HOT!! 
 Secretary’s Report — Nancy Boettner: Minutes accepted as printed in newsletter 
 Treasurer’s Report — Cindy Maude: Checking balance $6,837.45 
 

Program   
 Program Co-Chair Debra Boyer shared her exploration of the Missouri Botanical 

Garden and other nearby sites 
Committee Reports 
 Plant Sale- Kay Martin-Pence: $974 netted from donations; 5 roses left; Thanks 

to others who helped sell plants (Thanks to Kay for all of her work!) 
 Newsletter/Publicity - Oren Cooley: Thanks to all contributors; Website temporari-

ly down for updates 
 Programs -Carrie Alumbaugh, Debra Boyer: Steve Mayer checking on field trip to 

Demonstration Garden for 2 small groups in August; Members-only plant swap 
suggested as a program 

 Hospitality - Teresa McCurry, Jayne Queck: No activity  
Other Business  
 GP Conservatory: No tours due to pandemic; Conservatory to receive donation of 

orchids from someone down-sizing 
 Pollinators Status: Several members noted fewer this year   

—Nancy Boettner, Secretary 

GPMGA Meeting Minutes:  July 8 



 

From the Bookshelf . . .  
 
Got Sun?: 200 Best Native Plants 
for Your Garden  
by Carolyn Harstad   
 
The author of Go Na-
tive! turns out “an 
ideal primer for gar-
deners who want to 
have lovely, sustaina-
ble and hospitable 
plantings”. 
  
Arranged in a question-and-answer 
format, Got Sun? showcases native 
trees, shrubs, ground covers, ferns, 
vines, grasses and over 100 sun-
friendly perennials for the home gar-
den. Illustrated with detailed drawings 
and beautiful color photographs, this 
book guides gardeners through plan-
ning, preparation and selection of the 
best plants for each site as they cre-
ate  simple, maintenance-free gar-
dens. 
 
Carolyn Harstad’s passion for grow-
ing native plants is contagious. Her 
hands-on advice about plantings that 
attract butterflies will benefit experi-
enced as well as novice (i.e., 
“budding”) gardeners.  
 
Got Shade?: A "Take It Easy" Ap-
proach for Today's Gardener  
by Carolyn Harstad  
 
Whether it’s urban, 
suburban or rural, 
nearly every property 
has some shade (if 
only on the north 
side of the house).  
 
Carolyn Harstad, 
author of Go Native!, organizes this 
book around the principle that an in-
teresting shade garden is well bal-
anced and has a variety of plantings. 
Early chapters focus on designing the 
low-maintenance garden. Further 
chapters discuss small trees, shrubs, 
dwarf conifers, vines, ground covers, 
ferns, grasses, perennials, woodland 
wildflowers and spring bulbs. 
 
The book discusses hundreds of 
shade-tolerant plants hardy in Zones 
4-8, suggests how they may be used 
and combined and recommends 
methods to reduce garden mainte-
nance.  With its informative text, ac-
curate drawings and colorful photo-
graphs, this book is a "must have" for 
any gardener’s library. 

Newfields Re-opens The Garden, Art Park 
4  Garfield Gardener 

Newfields re-opened its outdoor spaces—including The Garden, The Virginia B. Fair-
banks Art & Nature Park and The Beer Garden—to the public the last week of June. 
 
All guests, including members, 
must reserve tickets in advance 
on the Newfields website in order 
to visit The Garden and The Beer 
Garden.  Tickets will not be avail-
able onsite.  
 
This process allows the museum 
to safely control the crowd size to 
comply with state and local  pro-
tocol  guidelines for large gather-
ings.  Consequently, Newfields 
kindly requests that all guests 
adhere to the following protocols 
to protect everyone's health and 
safety: 
 

 All guests should practice social distancing towards others by staying six feet apart.  
 All guests are encouraged to wear face coverings or masks while on site. Face cov-

erings or masks are required to enter the restrooms.   
 

The Beer Garden is open with limited seating to encourage social distancing. Guests 
are welcome to take their food and drink with them as they stroll The Garden. 
  
A ticket is not required to visit the Virginia B. Fairbanks Art and Nature Park. However, 
no direct access to that park will occur from the Newfields’ upper campus.  Visitors will 
need to enter the Fairbanks Park from the park’s 38th Street entrance. 
 

Newfields Opens Century Garden 
 
The Garden at Newfields turns tropical this summer with Century Garden, an installa-
tion of five colorful vignettes by ceramic artist Anders Herwald Ruhwald that commemo-
rates the 100-year anniversary of the Olmsted-designed gardens.  
 
2020 marks the 100-year-anniversary of the gardens surrounding Lilly House, which 
were designed by Percival Gallagher of the famed Olmsted Brothers firm. Ruhwald’s 
installation will investigate this history by interrupting the formal European-style design 
of the historic landscape with ceramic sculptures and striking tropical and native plant 
arrangements. 
 
Ruhwald collaborated with the Newfields horticulture team to integrate his sculptures 
with arrangements of native regional plants as well as with plants and flowers from 
Central and South America, Asia and Africa.  These unconventional species thrive in 
the mid- and late-summer climate of central Indiana, but aren’t typically associated with 

historic, Eurocentric gardens of 
this type.  
 
Ruhwald’s vibrant vignettes be-
come a foil for the garden’s for-
mality, celebrating its evolution 
from private residential use to a 
public garden enjoyed by local, 
national and international visitors. 
 
Ruhwald has described himself 
as a “form-giver: an artist who 
thinks through the language of 
form and space.” He believes ob-
jects accumulate meaning with 
their surroundings, and encour-
ages the viewers to interpret the 
work within its environment. 

 



A Brief History of Zinnias  
 
Few plants offer the dazzling array of 
color choices and large flowers that 
characterize the Zinnia family.  
 
Zinnias are members of the huge As-
ter family and are closely related to 
daisies. They are primarily a native of 
Mexico where a rambling plant with 
daisy-like orange to yellow blossoms 
grows, but some forms of wild zinnias 
have been found as far north as Colo-
rado and as far south as Guatemala.  
 
The first zinnias were discovered in 
Mexico and brought to Europe by the 
Spaniards in the 1500s. Zinnia peruvi-
ana was an altogether ugly sight, a 
sparsely foliated, rangy plant which 
produced small flowers whose petals 
were often various muddy shades of 
yellow and orange.  
 
This plant was known throughout Eu-
rope by the mid-1600s, but it was not 
cultivated much. Dr. Johann Gottfried 
Zinn of Gottingen University in Ger-
many wrote the first description of the 
plant.  The zinnia is named for him. 
 
In 1796, a zinnia was brought to Eu-
rope, possibly by way of Brazil.  By 
the time it was presented to the Swe-
dish scientist Linnaeus, it had been 
labeled Calthe de Bresil (“The Brazili-
an marigold”).  It was this zinnia, Zin-
nia elegans, which is the ancestral 
plant from which most modern day 
zinnias have developed. This zinnia 
produces larger, lusher flowers in col-
ors which ranged from crimson to 
pale lavender. 
 
The French became interested in “the 
Brazilian marigold” and by 1856 had 
developed the first truly double forms 
of the flower. All of Europe and Great 
Britain took a liking to the double flow-
ered zinnias and, by 1864, purple, 
orange, red and salmon colored zinni-
as had made their way back to North 
America and into the gardens of 
Americans. 
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Help the Indiana Native Plant Society (INPS) share the beauty of native plants with 
the public during the organization’s Picture Perfect Contest this year.  
 

The INPS membership and Face-
book group boasts many fine na-
ture photographers.  Thus, in 
2019, the society launched the 
INPS Photo Contest under the 
guidance of master photographer 
Lee Casebere.  
 
The contest is a chance to show-
case photographic talents while 
providing good photos to promote 
the INPS on its website, in bro-
chures, in talks and on social me-
dia.  This year, the contest is 
open not just to INPS members 
but to the public as well.  
 

Photos may be submitted in two 
categories: Native Plant Portrait 
and Native Landscape Scene. 
Participants may enter photos in 
either or both categories.  Three 
photos are allowed per category.  
 
For the Native Plant Portrait Cate-
gory, photos must be of Indiana 
native plants only and may show 
flowers or fruits of trees, shrubs or 
herbaceous plants, including 
ferns. These may be “full plant” 
shots showing full form and stat-
ure or close-ups of an inflo-
rescence or single flower.  
 

Photos may be taken in either a 
natural, wild setting or within a 
man-made, landscaped setting as 
long as they show Indiana natives. The identity of the plant should be discernible, 
thus no extreme shots (too close or too far away) that would make the ID of the plant 
impossible to determine. Plants are to be identified with both common and scientific 
names. 
 

The Native Landscape Scene Category is intended to showcase examples of where 
native plants have been used in home or commercial landscaped settings or in larger 
plantings meant to emulate natural habitats. Do not enter photos of “wild” natural 
communities such as what you would find in a state park or nature preserve.  
 

Emphasis should be on including several or many plants in the scene. The scene 
can include native plants used in home, business, church, public and other settings, 
and may range from intimate settings to expansive prairie or wetland landscapes.  
 

Features that clearly show human-related features (pathways, fences, fountains and 
other water features, rock features, etc.) are allowed and even encouraged. Identify 
the most prominent plants in the scene with both common and scientific names. 
 

The deadline for submission is August 31, 2020.  Please submit high-resolution JPG 
files. Maximum file size is 5 MB.  
 

Contest entries will be judged by Lee Casebere and a team of INPS members, with 
attention to the expression of the theme of each category, composition, creativity, 
and aesthetic appeal.  First, second, and third place winners will be selected in each 
category, with cash prizes of $75, $50 and $25, respectively. 
 

For more information, visit https://indiananativeplants.org/inps-sponsored-
events/2020-photo-contest/ . 

 Picture Perfect: INPS Photo Contest  

2019 Photo Contest Winners 

Native Plant Portrait First Place:  
Hidden Spring by Tim Street  

Native Landscape Scene First Place:  
Landscape by Bob Easter 



Extension Horticulture Hints—August 2020 
Steve Mayer, Extension Educator-Horticulture, Purdue Extension-Marion County 

Steve Mayer, Extension Educator-Horticulture for Purdue Ex-
tension-Marion County, serves as coordinator and instructor 
for the Purdue Master Gardener program in Marion County. 

 
Purdue Extension Update  

for Master Gardeners 
 
The following is now in effect, as of August 1, 2020 
(guidelines may be subject to change): 
 

OFFICE: No date is set to open the Purdue Exten-
sion-Marion County office. All meeting spaces 
and classrooms in our building will remain closed 
until further notice. Staff will continue to work re-
motely at this time. 

MG CLASS: The 2020 Purdue Extension Master 
Gardener classes will be conducted virtually (no 
face-to-face meetings). Classes start early 
(August 25) because we are part of the state-
wide virtual program. Participants must be availa-
ble on Tuesdays and Thursdays. If you know 
people who are interested, they need to apply 
now. Volunteer applications need to be received 
before online registration can take place. The 
deadline for online registration this year is 
August 14. Information and forms are here: 
https://extension.purdue.edu/marion/article/8358. 
Or, go to: http://IndyMG.org and click on “when 
are the next classes”. 

CLASS VOLUNTEERS: Master Gardeners are 
needed as virtual “class assistants” for the fall 
Master Gardener classes. However, interested 
volunteers must have confidence using Zoom. 
Volunteers are needed as 1) moderators for 
monitoring chat for questions, or as 2) technical 
assistants for Zoom operations including taking 
attendance. Volunteers need to be available on 
Thursdays for at least several sessions between 
August 27-December 3, 2020, for the 1:30-2:30 
p.m. sessions OR 6:30-7:30 p.m. sessions (ET). 
To help, please contact Debbie Schelske 
(dschelsk@purdue.edu) now. 

L&L VOLUNTEERS: We also need “class assis-
tants” for virtual Lunch & Learn programs this 
year. Volunteers are needed as 1) moderators for 
monitoring chat for questions, or as 2) technical 
assistants for Zoom operations including taking 
attendance. The programs will usually take place 
on Fridays during the lunch hour. To help, please 
contact Debbie Schelske 
(dschelsk@purdue.edu). 

COVID-19 RESOURCES: Purdue Extension has a 
variety of resources for COVID-19. They are 
available online here: <https://
extension.purdue.edu/label/44>. 

 
 

We are participating in the 2020 AAS Display Garden Land-
scape Design Challenge. The theme is “Make an En-

trance” (with AAS Winners). (Steve Mayer, 7/28/2020). 
 

Demonstration Garden Update 
 

TOURS: There will be no large events or general 
public tours held at the demonstration garden this 
year. We will schedule short, multiple small group 
tours for Master Gardener volunteers in August 
for those who wish to attend. Pre-registration will 
be required as safety plan guidelines dictate a 
limited number of people at the garden at one 
time. We will communicate specific guidelines 
prior to the tour that must be followed to attend. 

VISITS: Some of you may prefer to visit the garden 
on your own rather than be part of a group. We 
are planning to have all of the plant signs in the 
garden by August 8 and are working on a map 
and plant list to distribute electronically. 

VOLUNTEERS: If you would like to help harvest in 
the demonstration garden, please contact Steve 
(MayerSL@purdue.edu) and indicate which    
day(s) of the week you are available (in the 
morning). Thanks. 

 
Resources for Starting a Community Garden 

 
Our Purdue Extension-Marion County Urban/Community 
Garden page has resources to help people start or main-
tain a community garden. Go to <http://
IndyHorticulture.org> and click on Urban/Community 
Gardening, or go directly to: <https://
extension.purdue.edu/Marion/article/4492>. Some of the 
resources on the page include: 
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A new PE-MC publication on Starting a Communi-
ty Garden in Indianapolis: Steps and Local 
Resources to Help You Build and Grow To-
gether. 

Our PE-MC office contact for questions on starting a 
community garden: Brooke Alford, Extension Ed-
ucator, Urban Agriculture, PE-MC. Contact info 
is at: <https://www.purdue.edu/dffs/team/dffs-
team/extension-educator-dffs-team/>. 

Indy Grown website link: www.indygrown.com/. This 
includes a map of urban farms and community 
gardens. 

 
August Garden Calendar Tips 

 
Note: Letters & numbers following the tip refer to Purdue 
publications; other reference links may also be supplied. 

 
 First Week: Another application of fertilizer in early 

August will often help strawberry fruit bud formation 
(HO-46).  

    https://ag.purdue.edu/hla/pubs/HO/HO-46.pdf 
 Second Week: Buy high quality grass seed when 

purchasing seed for the lawn (AY-25). <https://
www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/AY/AY-25-
W.pdf> 

 Third Week: The ideal time to plant daylilies is mid-
August through September (HO-16).  

    https://ag.purdue.edu/hla/pubs/HO/HO-16.pdf 
 Fourth Week: Make another seeding of leaf lettuce 

and spinach (HO-29).  
    https://ag.purdue.edu/hla/pubs/HO/HO-29.pdf 

 
Follow me on Twitter @purduehortindy (or view at: 
http://twitter.com/purduehortindy) for more tips. You can 
also see my tweets on each Master Gardener associa-
tion website: http://indymcmga.org/ and  
http://indygpmga.com/. 
 
 

The Question Box 
August 2020 

Steve Mayer, Extension Educator-Horticulture 
Purdue Extension-Marion County 

 
Q. I am seeking info on the murder hornet. I live in 
Indianapolis and believe we have them in my back 
yard. They are giant wasps. My grandkids are afraid. 
I have read they are not in Indiana but I beg to differ! 
Are they murder hornets? 
A. We cannot be sure without a specimen and/or pho-
tos, but most likely you have cicada killers, a large 
wasp. If they look like the photos in the following two 
documents, they are cicada killers. 
<https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/publications/E-254/
E-254.html> 

<https://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/lblack/articles/
page1501507164775>. 
 
Cicada killers can help reduce large cicada populations. 
They are common and nothing to be overly concerned 
about. It is very unlikely that you will find murder hornets 
in Indiana at this time. For photos and information on 
those insects, go to: 
<https://www.purduelandscapereport.org/article/murder-
hornets-should-you-panic-probably-not-heres-why/>. 

Rudbeckia American Gold Rush is more disease resistant 
than Goldsturm. (Steve Mayer, 7/28/2020). 

 
Q. How are the new All-America Selections 2020 
perennial winners doing in the demo garden?  
A. The two new 2020 herbaceous perennial AAS Win-
ners are doing great. Rudbeckia American Gold Rush 
and Echinacea Sombrero® Baja Burgundy show no sign 
of disease or other problems so far. Here are two 1-
minute AAS videos on these plants: 

 
Rudbeckia American Gold Rush 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veKXGpgHmG0 
 
Echinacea Sombrero® Baja Burgundy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJdYa6TSjV0 
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On the Web:  Indiana’s Wild Landscape 

  

Garfield Park MG Association Membership Form 
Renew your membership in the Garfield Park Master Gardener Association.  Dues are $15.00 per year and help pay for special activities, 
speakers, the newsletter and donations to community projects. 

Monthly meetings occur on the second Wednesday of the month and begin at 6:30 p.m.  Unless otherwise noted at the prior meeting or in the 
newsletter, meetings are held virtually or at the Garfield Park Conservatory, 2505 Conservatory Drive, Indianapolis.   

 Date _________  Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 City  _______________________________________________________________ State _______ Zip _________________ 

 Telephone _________________________________ E-mail __________________________________ 

 Completion date of Master Gardener Training Class  ______/______/______ 
 
 
 I volunteer with: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____ I wish to be included in the 2020 GPMGA Member Directory. 
 
_____ I wish to receive future newsletters by e-mail only. 
 
 
Submit this form and your $15.00 annual membership fee to: 
 

 Cindy Maude     7416 Rooses Drive     Indianapolis, IN  46217  

A Donation of Orchids 
 

Judy Martin recently coordinated the 
donation of 67 orchids (and orchid 
supplies), a Bonsai and a topiary to 
Garfield Park Conservatory. 
  

The plants belonged to Sally and Tom 
Lugar (the brother of Richard Lugar).  
After Tom passed away, Sally wanted 
to donate the plants in her green-
house.  Consequently, a mutual friend 
contacted Judy about Sally’s potential 
donation. 
 

Many thanks to Sally Lugar for the 
generous donation and to Judy Martin 
for coordinating the donation with 
Garfield Park Conservatory. 

 
Plant Sale Chair Needed 

 

Kay Martin-Pence, GPMGA Plant 
Sale Committee Chair, indicated that 
this year marks her last year in that 
position.  She will continue to serve 
on the committee.  However, she will 
no longer plan or manage the sale.  
Many thanks for all her fine work with 
the plant sales. 
 

Anyone interested in serving as the 
Chair of the Plant Sale Committee 
should contact Kay Martin-Pence at 
guitargirl929@gmail.com or Lane 
Judkins at APJ44@sbcglobal.net
  

Indiana’s Wild Landscape 
https://indianapublicmedia.org/wildlandscape/ or  https://wtiu.org/wildlandscape 
 
Indiana’s Wild Landscape uses striking aerial drone footage and time-lapse tech-
niques not available just a few years ago to give audiences a look at Indiana as it has 
never been seen before.   
 
The website serves as a compan-
ion to the WTIU (PBS) documen-
tary of the same name.  At pre-
sent, the website allows viewers 
to watch the entire program as 
well as other documentaries on 
Indiana’s flora and fauna. 
 
A few hundred years ago, old 
growth forests, tall grass prairies 
and one of the largest wetlands in 
the country covered Indiana. By 
the 21st century, though, Indiana was one of the most developed of the United 
States. Nearly all the forests have been cut down at least once, the wetlands largely 
drained and the landscape now one of agriculture, small towns and large cities. 
 
But, the wild landscape of centuries past persists all over the state. Ancient wood-
lands with trees that stretch more than a hundred feet into the sky still exist. Thou-
sands of acres of wilderness forests can be found in the south, while in the north a 
landscape seemingly more suited to the Atlantic Ocean covers the Indiana Dunes. 
Along the Ohio River, cypress swamps can be found, looking more like the Gulf 
Coast than the Midwest. Nearby, an underground wilderness is perhaps the least 
known area of the state, with cavernous rooms, blind cave creatures, flowing rivers 
and rock formations millions of years in the making. 
 
From hidden waterfalls and glacially carved gorges, through the canopy of an ancient 
forest, to one of the largest prairie restoration projects in the country, Indiana is still a 
wild place. 

Membership Questions 
 
If you have any issues with 
your membership or have still 
not received your membership 
card, please contact Cindy 
Maude at 317-908-3795 or 
cmaude@sbcglobal.net.  


